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November 2017

11/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“You will grieve,
but your grief will turn to joy” ohn 16:20)

Some may ask: What good does life bring if it is about relishing the pleasure of wealth; living an
easy life; enjoying health and beauty - only to lose it all to illness, or even to a death that can be both
shocking and painful?

Such a life is of no value if we were to consider it within the frame of our human logic. It is thus no
surprise that we give in to frustration and despair, becoming an exhausted modern-day Job who asks,
“Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of soul” (Job 3:20). What good does the toil
of man bring when “the eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing. I have seen all
the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind”
(Ecclesiastes 1).

But, my dear ones, this is certainly not true! The believer will say that life is not meaningless, nor is
it a mere coincidence; it is neither a journey in the world of illusions, nor is it a necessary evil. God
does not give light for misery but light for life. Jesus Christ became flesh and entered the realm of
time to bring us to the fullness of time that is the Lord. The Son of God descended into the heart of
the believer, redeemed him from sin and death, granted him divinity and made him the son of God in
the Sacrament of Baptism: You are no longer a slave but a son and an heir of God.

This is what we shall understand and believe in, without being overwhelmed by the crushing grief
that kills in us all hope and faith, for Jesus Christ in His Blessed Bible tells us “You will grieve, but
your grief will turn to joy” (John 16:20). Yes, our grief will turn into joy despite the bitter anguish that
torments us. Our belief in Christ calls upon us to believe that through Him we have become the object
of God’s love. We rejoice because through Him we have become the children of God, and the Holy
Spirit has filled us with sainthood, made us heirs of the Lord the most valuable of creatures (Matthew 6).

If this is our worth that we obtain through believing in Christ and by His Holy flesh and blood, little
shall we care if our life is long or short, if we have money and goods or not. Little shall we fear death,
since it is the crossing to the place Jesus has prepared for us by His endless, abundant love; the place
where He takes us to be with Him where He is (John 14) And thus we repeat with Paul the Apostle:
“The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20).

This, dear ones, is what brings comfort to our hearts. I ask the Lord to have bountiful mercy on the
departed, and may He grant us all good health and long years ahead. Amen.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Antoine Naddaf

Basilian Chouerite Order
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