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6/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)
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Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“that with the Lord a day can mean a thousand years
and a thousand years is like a day” (2p 3:3)

A life-span is just as complete at eighteen as at eighty. “There is one thing, my friends,
you must never forget, Peter said, ‘that with the Lord a day can mean a thousand years and
a thousand years is like a day’ (2 Peter 3:8). The purpose of life is living in harmony with
God’s teaching. ‘Many a flower is born to blush unseen and waste its sweetness on the
desert air.” Each life, like each flower is a unique creation. It mirrors its creator, no matter
how brief its existence. Flowers have only to blossom. They are often radiant just before
they fade. Today’s promises never find fulfilment in this world’s tomorrow. Those who
survive to middle age and beyond are incontestable proof of that. Those who die in their
spring may well be spared a winter of discontent.

The Church liturgy of death is an Easter liturgy, for Christ who by dying destroyed our
death and by rising restored our life. This is the good news: Christ continually emphasises
that the sorrow of death will be turned into joy. Therefore, God is the God of the living
and not of the dead. He is the God of people who live. Nothing is happening without a
purpose, without God turning it to the good. Like Jesus we abandon ourselves into his
hands, and the suffering of death gives way to the bright promise of immortality and
eternal glory. Jesus was not simply raised from the dead to be restored to the same kind of
life as he had before the cross. He was utterly transformed so that his humanity could
finally realise the fullness of its potential in the presence of God and on behalf of the
human race to which he is always present. All those who share his death and resurrection
will share in this transformation too. They too will enter into eternal youth and live with
and for God. This is the true fulfilment of human beings.

Fr. Shafiq Abouzayd
St John Chrysostom’s Church
London - UK
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