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10/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

In the presence of God

- Itis God...
- Who?
- God. Yes, it is God. Why are you surprised? Are you scared of Him?
-Yes, because [ am a sinner. | have committed sins, both major and minor. He will judge me when I meet Him.
- When you meet Him?
- Where do you think He was when you committed your sins? Wasn’t He there? Didn’t He see you?
- Why didn’t He stop me then?
- Because He loves you.
- Because He loves me? If He truly loves me, He wouldn’t let me sin, would He?
- Well... Love entails freedom. The secret of God’s relationship with us is based on this freedom, because
we are living human beings who have full freedom of thought and action.
- So, what shall we do? He will almost reach us here.
- Reach us here?! Please listen carefully:
He is here, listening to us, listening to our conversations, knowing the very depths of our hearts. The
worst insult against God is to fear Him, especially after knowing Him through Jesus Christ. Fear is the
opposite of love. He who fears someone does not love them. God is a kind father who created us by the
abundance of His love, and called upon us to grow and develop. He called us His children and His loved
ones, because He let us in on the secrets of His Heart. Yes, this is God.
We live in His presence, without any pretense, without shyness, and we must live as He knows us and as
His heart wishes for us.
Before Him we live the present moment and the eternal moments. Before Him we place our past,
especially our sins and weaknesses. Sins teach us humility and contrition, and they also teach us to
abstain from judging others and to understand our weaknesses and others’ as well. Instead of standing
helpless before our weakness, we shall extend our hands to God so He pulls us into His tender embrace.
Let us ask Him for forgiveness and absolution so He pours His mercy into our hearts and we discover His love.
We stand before God who smiles when He knows we are coming and who is rejoiced when His presence
is discovered. Nothing can be hidden from Him, for He is the one who wipes away all sins and
wrongdoings. He does not look at our sins but at our love and belief in His Church.
We are in the presence of God. He is within us. Those are divine moments of eternal happiness. Do not
miss the opportunity, not even for a few seconds, to announce these words of faith “My Lord, I love you
and I believe in Your presence within me”.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Father Michel Abboud
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