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6/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“Take, eat; this is My body... Drink from it, for this is My blood”
(Matthew 26, 26-28)

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and shall never see death. In
the light of this irrefutable truth of our Lord’s words, death no longer has any authority over us;
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1Corinthians. 15:55). Jesus Christ,
the second person in the hypostatic union, and the God who became flesh and resembled us in all
features, except for sin. Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himself and became
obedient unto death — even death on a cross. Through His death, Jesus has trampled upon death and
has given life to those in the tombs. That is why God exalted Him above all else, as the Letter of
St. Paul to the Philippians documents. Following Christ’s Resurrection, tombs have become mere
spaces for our earthly vessels so that our soul can resurrect from the dead. Our Holy Fathers say,
“This world is like the womb that will deliver us to the New World, the new Eternity”.

God, who loves us, let us share in His life. Similarly, just as He shared in our human
nature and died, for that was His will, He let us participate in His life and raised us with Him.
This mortal play, which we call death, is thus no longer the end of our ephemeral life; rather,
it is the beginning of life eternal and everlasting. Death has become the tunnel (maabarta in
Syriac) that we ought to traverse, in order attain true life. Even more, God, who loved us until
his last breath, did not only die on the cross but transcended it beyond Resurrection. He who
had no bones broken on the cross wanted to be broken in the Holy Eucharist before a raised
chalice: (Aba dkoushta ha broukh debho...) Let us comprehend His love for us and read the
signs of this love, because a God who loved us to that moment, does not want His children to
die. Since death was the result of the first Adam’s sin, it is inevitable determinism. God,
however, made of this determinism — by the death of His son, Jesus Christ, the second
Adam —a temporal journey that ends with Him welcoming us into the paternal home,
donning new clothes, the clothes of the first Adam before the sin, to settle with Him, forever.

Dear Brethren Beloved, who believe in the Lord, who have eaten His body and drank His
blood, and who have been nurtured by His word, I declare to you, with deep faith and great hope
to attain the goals of love and experience the fullness of Christ, that all those who have gone before
us have reached their destination. They have passed from a state of fluctuation and waiting to a
state of steadiness and stability, which we aim to reach. We, who are weeping and lamenting in this
valley, the valley of tears, we hope to follow them, so we can rejoice with the Righteous and the
Just in the company of Our Mother, the Virgin Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth, and all the saints.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Joseph Abdel Sater
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