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July 2018

7/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Resurrection of the Bodies for the Hope of Believers

Glory be to God! Glory be to Jesus Christ, who revealed the mystery of the Resurrection, and who,
for all Christians, is our only hope, and who is the key to sanctity, for it is only through Him that we can
enter into the heavenly kingdom.

St. Paul the Apostle succeeded in explaining the concept of the Resurrection, which is considered
among the most ultimately significant redemptory events. Its importance is evident in the number of times St.
Paul tackled resurrection, as a key constituent in God’s plan and in the history of redemption. In the First Letter
to the Corinthians, Chapter 15, St. Paul writes about the “Resurrection of the Dead.” Through the letter, he
responds to a group, some of whom disputed the “resurrection of the dead”— i.e. the resurrection of the body—
and claimed only the resurrection of the spirit. To quell this heresy, St. Paul reminded them of an undeniable
essence, the Gospel, which they had received and on which they have formed their opinion: that Christ died
for our sins, according to the Scriptures. As additional proof, the apostle gives Jesus the title of “firstfruit” when
he says, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since
death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.” (1 Cor. 15: 20-21)

If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. Jesus, however, was raised; we,
therefore, shall rise, because Jesus is the foundation of our spiritual and bodily resurrection. There is, still,
a last question in this context related to the relation and connection between man before the resurrection and
man after the resurrection. Is the resurrected the same person before and after? Is there a continuity of the
persona before and after the resurrection? Yes, there is continuity, but it does not stem from any special
development in man’s body. Here, Jesus gave the Parable of the Wheat: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” This continuity stems from God’s
power, a power that makes miracles. Through this power and thanks to it, we can guarantee the continuity
of the persona of those who have fallen asleep and died. Based on this, we can say that the dead rise and we
change. St. Paul is not speaking about the resurrection of the body in the human sense, even if this body is
free from sin. The body always means something “temporary,” “perishable.” He uses the word “body” to
denote man, as God’s creation, whom He created for His glory and service. “And just as we have borne the
image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man... The body that is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body.” (1 Cor. 15: 42, 48, 49, 53).

There is yet another factor for continuity: the relationship of saints with the Lord. Those who are
raised are those who died in the Lord. Thanks to their organic bond and unity with the body of Jesus Christ,
not only will their persona remain but also their continuity, because they will be with Him. Therefore, dear
brothers and sisters who believe in the Lord, we long to sleep and be taken up into heaven to be with Jesus
Christ in this provisional state. Because those who belong to the Lord are those who enjoy the continuity
and their persona shall never perish.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Tony Rizk
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