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August 2016

8/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted” (vt 5, 5)

There are two types of sorrow: One is that of lost hope, confidence, love and truth,
which wears away man from within and destroys him; and another is a type caused by
perplexity stimulated by truth, that leads man to repentance and resistance to evil. This kind
of sorrow is healing; because it teaches hope and love anew. The one who embodies the first
kind of sorrow is Judas afflicted by horror, while he was thinking about his fault, and did not
dare to hope, so he hanged himself because he fell down a victim of despair. Peter, who shed
healing tears under the watchful eyes of the Lord, embodies the second type of sorrow, which
opened breaches in the depth of his soul. He began a new start, and became a new man.

Tradition inherited us a picture of healing grief, while Mary sat at the feet of the cross,
accompanied by her sister Mary the wife of Cleopa, Mary Magdalene, and John the Beloved.
Here we encounter a group of people who remained faithful even though they were not able
to keep aside misery from the way of the cross. They shared, rather, the pain and stood to the
side of the convict, and exchanged love while being biased to God who is love. At the feet of
the cross, we can understand the beatitude: “Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be
comforted”. The one who does not harden his heart vis-a-vis of pain, vis-a-vis of others’
misery, and instead of opening himself to evil and suffering from his authority on him, he
asserts that he stands by the truth and to the side of God, and he is the one who opens windows
to the world so that light might penetrate it.

Sorrow that the Lord is talking about is the refusal to cope with evil, and the resistance
to people in what they do, and refusal of conduct or behavior imposed on the individual. The
sorrow mentioned in the third beatitude is the participation in Christ’s sufferings that “bear the
sins of the world”. This sorrow is at the heart of the Paschal Mystery, and becomes a fountain
of consolation. Because the sacrifice of Christ spills its results on those who are in affliction
and distress. Deliverance achieved by the gift of the Holy Spirit, that is, the Resurrection of
Jesus, spills its results on all human beings, because Christ had suffered death on the cross to
save the world, and triumph over sin and death.



In this Paschal Mystery, the Mystery of Christ’s death and Resurrection, the meaning
of the third beatitude becomes clear: “Blessed are those who mourn, they shall be comforted”,
1.e., blessed are those who accompany Jesus until the very end; blessed are those who are led
by faith to endure the plight of Good Friday, and withstand darkness, because they will be
comforted by the gift of Resurrection, that is the work of the Holy Spirit, “the living God”.
Blessed are they because they participate in God's purpose of salvation. They work with Jesus
for the salvation of the world.

In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied, saying that God “will swallow up death for
all time, and the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces” (Is 25, 8), indicating that all
humanity will be redeemed of death to participate in his life. And the Revelation of John
reiterates this hope, as he describes the New Jerusalem by saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of
God is among men”, and he adds “He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people,
and God himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and
there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain;
the first things have passed away” (Rev 21, 3-4).

The comfort promised to the broken-hearted is ultimately the resurrection from the
death. Jesus, being the first comforter, has already achieved it in his life, as he raised from the
dead the son of the widow of Nain (Lk 7, 11-16), the daughter of Jairo (Lk 8, 41-56), and Lazarus (Jn
11, 1-44). In these three narratives, the Evangelists affirm that Jesus saves from mourning and
from death. To the widow he said, “Do not cry” (Lk 7, 13), and then he raised her son from the
death. To the crowds who were crying and wailing on Jairo’s daughter, he said, “Do not weep”
(Lk 8, 52), and then raised up the girl from the death. Moreover, in front of the tomb of Lazarus
he himself cried (Jn 11, 35). Nevertheless, he said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life;
he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me

shall never die” (Jn 11, 25-26).
Translated from the arabic version written by
+ Cyril Salim Bustros
Melkite Greek Catholic
Metropolitan of Beirut and Jbeil

FATY P VYAAA HATY A YT 1 STB/0a LU b Bk Gl o ¢ B By I S
malakoutika@gmail.com - ouzkourni@hotmail.com : ¢ 5 S,

facebook - YouTube: Ouzkourni fi Malakoutika - www.ouzkournifimalakoutika.org : ¢ 5 A 2

osb" U L hd) e ezt canliy med) g e el L Ms b
SO 0235 o) b el o g g 04881 ol oo (6T M0 B ¢ S
o) o o A Rl in 50 0y 8V R B 0 gy il k) B 2
§ gt 0 O ghams ogl] - oS s 3 0SS ey Y g g "l S (e
SRR

Ol gty plall o Sl st Gy ) 5] 36 Lasl B ¢ gl gl b
S e O e O WIS 8201 3T G (A Y0 ) Mo ) e 6 fpel
0 ) S 15 8" 2 g 5 5T e 31 el s Ly L, il
o ins S ey i) 0550 Mg — I gy (Gt 0550y g S 1y
"Cae 5 SV VI OY (o Y D Yy D i 00 Yyt
(Y IYY 5))

B Ly § gy G By DA p B R B s A Ly aey Il
oAl E s (VI 1Yy b b Sl b e BT SV (Al S sy il
objglcéjy\ﬁ; B Sl Y sda &y P EE S AR B P RTCh ot AR
.QJL\QAL@;%W\;T(Jc(\T:v})"égY":Jualﬁj%.Q}\J);@\wuaisqtﬂ
sl aBT 35 oY A N S Y 6 ‘uﬂjjgga&\yoyﬁjoﬁg\ygdﬁ\@“ﬂj
ol o L BLIET L U6 S (P V) ) aeks a5l 3 plTy Lol e

(Y1—Ye I\\ﬁ)"\l_TQﬁygUA\}\:}-OK&) lw (ol Ol ¢

e s S 01 el
Logrl 55 o g g S g9 20
S S S



