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December 2018

12/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Herod of the Twenty - first Century

Today’s Herod is killing the Lord Jesus. .. Do you connive with him? And until when will you connive with
him? Today’s Herod goes from one square to another, from one house to another, and from one school to another to
kill in the name of the Lord Jesus and expunge His presence from our life. Our feasts would no longer carry His name
nor depict His face, and our lips and our children’s lips would no longer utter His name. His name has even become
abbreviated with the letter “X”. It is truly the crime of the century.

When we walk around the streets, do we see anything that indicates that Christmas is the birth of the redeemer, of
the Lord Jesus, the Son of God who became man, and came to transform our darkness into light? Does anyone know
what the tree symbolizes? Does anyone know that the deer were never mentioned in the Gospel?

Christmas is the birth of the Lord Jesus; and any external ornament is but a symbol of the greatness of this
event, which had marked the beginning of our times. Today we designate years on a traditional reckoning of the year
Jesus was born- the A.D. and B.C. system.

Let us look toward the manger, where the Infant Jesus was placed; He opens his arms and invites us to
come to Him. When we come closer, our hearts pray in close proximity to Mary and Joseph, and we keep His secret
in the bottom of our hearts, just as Mary did. The tree is the tree of life, and its beautiful fruits— the fruits of the Holy
Spirit— are our good deeds. We thus become the star that guides the magi of our era to the Lord who dwells in the
bottom of the hearts; He is present in the Eucharist; the source and beauty of existence, and the secret of happiness
for those who meet Him.

No, we shall no longer connive with today’s Herod. No, we shall no longer connive with atheist secularism
that has invaded our feasts to appropriate them. Here we are today driven toward this secularism: we are ashamed of
showing the face of the Infant Jesus. Let us not be ashamed; let us repeat His name with a true Christmas greeting:
Jesus is born, Hallelujah!

To our children we should say, “Jesus is sending you with Santa Claus...” Thus, we would not eliminate a
personality they are accustomed to but at the same time we would not continue expunging the Lord Jesus, whose
birthday we celebrate on Christmas. He has said, “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge
before my Father in heaven” (Matt.10:32).

Do you want to see the Lord Jesus? Do you want to touch Him? Do you want to contemplate Him? Do you want to
What are you still waiting for? Where are you searching? He is here. The Lord came to us to stay with
us. He was not born so we celebrate His birthday once a year. He was born once in the fullness of time; He is

love Him? ...

omnipresent, in every time and place.

Christmas is not a passing memory; it is a continuous event. If street decorations astonish you, do not let
these blind your faith and prevent you from seeing Jesus in your heart, in the Eucharist, and in every human being.
Spread the Good News to every person searching for a meaning for Christmas, but has lost this meaning because of
the frills of life. Be the angel that has said, “The baby who is born today in your parish is the Lord Jesus. Go to church
and [ will give you this sign: You will find little bread (host) in the tabernacle; it is the infant of the grotto, it is the
Lord Jesus.

Translated from the arabic version written by
Carmelite Father Michel Abboud
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