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1/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16:19-31)

“This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Church celebrates the Epiphany or the feast of the Baptism of Jesus Christ to commemorate the
remarkable events and divine declarations related to Salvation. It is during the Baptism of Jesus that
the three hypostases appeared, therefore the Epiphany is often referred to as the “Feast of
Revelation”. When Jesus was in the water, the Father’s from Heaven said, “This is my Son, whom
I love; with him [ am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). At the same time, the Holy Spirit descended as
a dove and alighted on Jesus to declare He is the Saviour who came to save the world by the
mystery of Redemption. In the words of Saint Augustine: “Near the Jordan River we see and
contemplate the divine scene... we see our God reveal Himself by Himself, and demonstrate the
Trinity... three hypostases in one Divine nature”.

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians
3:27). It through baptism that we are fully purified and sanctified, “just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but
holy and blameless” (Ephesus 5: 25-26). We are also buried and raised with Jesus Christ “Or don’t you
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”” (Romans 6:3-4).
When John the Baptist started his vocation, his strong motivation towards service led him to scold
the sinful. His motivation and service appeared in his personality and gifts, for he was chosen by
God before he was born, for a vocation prepared especially for him, as was said about Jeremiah
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you” (Jeremiah 1:5). John the Baptist is the example of
a true messenger, for his role diminished and disappeared so Jesus appears, and he said: “After me
comes the one more powerful than I’ (Mark 1:7). In short, the Baptism of John is different to the
Baptism of Jesus.

The baptism of John is a baptism of repentance, whereas the baptism of Jesus is one of salvation
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). “Saul, get up, be baptized and
wash your sins away, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16).

The first to receive the Baptism of Jesus in the New Testament is the thief to the right, because he
died with Jesus and was raised with Him “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise”
(Luke 23:43). His crucifixion and resurrection with Jesus were thus considered Baptism. May we
rejoice in the Lord who gave us the blessing of baptism, so we become the Children of God “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Mathew 3:17). May we carry His Cross and
follow Him, so He is pleased with us, and may we always seek to know: “How, O Lord, do I
become your beloved child?” Have a Blessed Epiphany.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Father Abboud Abboud
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