YeolV 3 g
o) Gl VYV
(FY=Yay 1)

Slgianyl g 3Ll

IS U3 g Slel) 5 g 35menr el L Ol V) ils o ) Ol V) 5 8301 a0
e 03les 0a5 e Sl NB L BN e TS B gy B a e B0 15) b sl sl b
s (L Ol m s b i LS Ty 0L W b 5,00 s algdl s
) el O slaey 300 15 55 1w gl S las ¥y 3dall 55 A5 ¢ o 8302l
05 0T Loy gl o N Ll 2 asleadly canlesdl Lol iy fommnall . 5 N1 o]
&\@f@zﬁ\d@fﬂwwgy\ﬁﬁ 51.3@\)&,,;;1\@%);&3;\};:5@
g o Lot e 3 OF ol 6 5oy O slemy ol ity ) I ¢l ey 3 2l) alna
LlS e saletllods o Ll gl 31508 ¢Sy ) S gl LA 8 i o
PP [P IO PP YRV UV RPN [ N W POV PR PR g WA [ PR PR
e Mmﬂ;s \Sﬁi BUL O ez ¢ Jos ¥ 7 g 5 el O sl om o 4] 55 ol
Loy oy plnad) QLY 2" iV 05 )" ) 3 el ol LU U5 o5 e
A S ES15) Lyt o6 ) 1 et 13) T ¢ padeadl ) a5 gl J) bl
(81 39) ") el Bty sl A1 S gy S AL Lt I sl Il

Galadl aalga) sm sleana VI O] slgana Yl oSS b adll saled B51S5) e dniie 3315200
ama Node (25 Ol () rnall 30l (635 gl L sl o Jeaiolgd < Ol NI diis
@W\oy‘@\zmjMpa@www;ﬁww\wﬂ‘]ﬁjuww L Ll
ana ol y predl Sy L3 gl Bl B3lgn O L (e ve ) LA (SO yaglas g
LSS 5 ymn 530ead) 1 S el 1) i V™ 1) gy BB e el sl
S G el Slgzan NI -"r@’ﬁ*"f O gz eligad) NI (eldl O gk patadd O
Z\.«{f&iw\jﬁdj\j\wﬁ el ot " O Sy e 0L e Sl 5 (sl
M Balul Vmte shigall 8olgl amd Ln oo .18 5" g30 ) slgdl) Jol oy (Al
ws LY e 055 W graadl (o Y1 e Y slagal™ Lol NI M e clagad) pts Ol

. : ()l T, i) " e o))
J) o O go (5 5

July 2017

7/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Testimony and Martyrdom

Testimony in Christianity emanates from the dynamism of faith. By merely accepting the Sacrament of
Baptism, Christians become witnesses to their faith. There is thus a fundamental relationship and unity
between faith and testimony, for faith without testimony remains lacking, and testimony is a natural
outcome of a fulfilled faith. The stronger faith is engrained in a heart, the more clearly testimony emerges
and generates the power of victory and triumph, and Christ gains new disciples and witnesses who carry
His name to the four corners of the world. Christians carry faith through testimony, and testimony is love.
It is thus necessary to fully reconcile the Holy Bible with daily life, so that the latter is in complete
harmony with the teachings of the Bible. Because the essence of Christian faith is uncovering God’s
infinite love to humans through Jesus Christ, it is not possible for those who do not know Christ to believe
in Him, unless they see before their own eyes others who are fully drawn by His love and who offer their
entire life to him. This testimony is one that arises from God’s Word. And since true testimony requires
detachment and listening to God’s word and living by it, it is safe to say that when Christians live their
life in the spirit of the Bible, they naturally become witnesses to God’s Salvation and a living sign of it.
In Evangelii Nutiandi, Pope Paul VI states that "Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to
teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses. It is therefore primarily by her
conduct and by her life that the Church will evangelize the world, in other words, by her living witness
of fidelity to the Lord Jesus- the witness of poverty and detachment, of freedom in the face of the powers
of this world" (N “41).
Testimony is open to the possibility of becoming a testimony of the blood, and is fulfilled with
martyrdom. Martyrdom is indeed the sublime testimony of the truth of faith; it is a testimony that reaches
death. A Martyr is a witness and a testimony to Jesus Christ who died and was resurrected, and is united
to Him in love. Martyrdom is an act in which the faithful declares their faith in Christ and is led by His
example “If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also” (Jn 15:20). A martyr’s testimony is in fact
an emulation of, and identification with the love of Christ, and it is martyrdom in His name. In John
Chrysostom’s words: “Do not be surprised that I call martyrdom a baptism just as those being baptized
are washed in water, so too those being martyred are washed in their own blood.” Martyrdom in
Christianity is not a pursuit of death, but resilience in faith that reaches self-sacrifice.
“I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony
they had.” (Rev.6:9) Martyrdom is thus a fundamental factor that forms faith for the blood of martyrs is
the seed of faith. “The righteous martyrs are likened to cultivated land, for they bear sweet fruit that the
Lord accepts” (Maronite liturgy).

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Simon Gerbrayel
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