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5/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

"You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.

He has risen! He is not here”
(Mark 16:6)

Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!

Our Christian faith in its entirety is founded on the greetings spoken by this young man sitting
on the right side, and on the news of Resurrection he brought to the women. Since we believe
that Jesus Christ is risen, we shall rise with Him too.

Christ is risen! Jesus is our life and our resurrection. He lies in the pain of all mankind: in
absence, in sickness, in doubt, in despair and in death. He is alive in our humanity, in mine and
in yours and that of our fellow mankind. For Christians, death is the only path to Resurrection,
in fact, death and resurrection are inseparable. Through the Resurrection of Christ, death and
its forces were vanquished and defeated. Why, in fact, do I still call it death? With Jesus Christ
death became dormition, eternal repose and eternal life where there is no pain, sorrow, or
sighing. This is what we believe in and thrive for. With the Resurrection of Christ, we are no
longer the children of death but we have become the children of life and resurrection. Even if
our life were to lead us to death, death shall not be the end. The final say in our life and the
final judgement on our history are not for death but for resurrection and life, and for glory with
God and through partaking in His life.

But, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in
death, as Saint Paul the Apostle says, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who
have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13). Every one of us can say what Martha told Jesus when He
arrived in Bethany “if you had been here, my brother would not have died (John 11:21). He who
believes in Jesus shall rise with Him as well. That has been confirmed by Jesus in front of the
tomb of Lazarus “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die” (John 11:25). For Jesus, there is nothing that comes too late; there is nothing that
is lost. He who believes in Jesus shall rise with Him as well into the life of glory.

O Death, what is that secret you keep? You take our loved ones too soon. But our
Easter prayers bring solace to my soul: “Yesterday I was crucified with Christ, but today I am
glorified with Him... Yesterday I died with Christ, but today I live with him... Yesterday I was
buried with Christ, but today I rise with Him. In His Resurrection Jesus became the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep... Where, O death, is your sting? Where, O hell, is your
victory...? Jesus is risen, and no dead remains in the grave...” .



This is the hope we carry, and the faith we have that Christ is forever alive. This faith
led martyrs to testify for Christ in joy, generation after generation. Those whose testimony
was not made in blood, made it through their life of sanctity. The body Of Christ knows no
corruption, and man, in Jesus Christ, knows no death. He who has loved Christ shall never
die, hence, death in love is Resurrection. Let us wipe our tears, the tears of grief, and rejoice
from the bottom of our hearts on the day the Lord has made: “Jesus is risen from the dead,
trampling death by death and bestowing life on those taken by death”.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Charbel Ouba

Basilian Chouerite Order
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