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December 2016

12/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Incarnation becomes Redemption

Through His deep and abundant love, God bent close to mankind, and from dirt made
man in His image and according to His likeness. Close to mankind He also came when He
spoke through His prophets, and when the fullness of time had come, He bent close to
mankind through His Son Jesus Christ who came as savior for man, through His person, His
life, His death and His resurrection. Salvation began with the incarnation of the Word of God
in Virgin Mary’s womb. Through Incarnation, human nature united with the Holy Son of God,
and humanity was renewed and deified.

The purpose of Incarnation is to reveal the glory of the Son of God, as Jesus said in
His final prayer before death “And now, Father, glorify me with that glory I had with you
before ever the world to give me” (John 17:5), so that mankind partakes in this Glory and is
deified. This is the significance of Salvation and why Jesus gave in to death and accepted it as
a free and utmost form of surrender to His Father’s will. Through obedience, He changed
death from a curse to a blessing.

This is how the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ have altered our understanding
of death and life. Since the beginning of time death was the utmost human tragedy. In His
human life, Jesus referred to His death and Resurrection in the miracles He performed,
especially when raising the dead. He thus revealed that the power of death was defeated by He
who is Resurrection and Life (John 11:26). He triumphed over death when He died and was
buried, and death no longer has mastery over him (Romans 6:9). It was in that moment that
our understanding of death and life radically changed.

When Jesus died on the Cross, God’s secret was also revealed to us. God is love, and
he who believes in Jesus and what He stands for shall be saved, and he who lives this love
shall find salvation on Earth and live with God forever. Man’s stance towards death was one
of confusion and despair and he wondered: “What is the purpose of life when it ends in death
and perishment?” Through His resurrection, Jesus saved man from confusion and despair.
Through His death and Resurrection, He saved us from sin. Had Jesus not resurrected, the
power of sin would have persisted and the power of death prevailed. But God raised Jesus and
confirmed His message, showing that at the end, it is not sin, resentment or death that shall
have the last word, but forgiveness, love and life (Romans 8:1-2).

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Salim Rayess

Mariamite Maronite Order
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