o) Gl \Y/Y
(FY=Yay 1)

il @ b Jo

S pelly M) Al Ay (puy celdly O bl O g0 e ge BT B
Bl G plny b Chian b clamhes ey liaby e 0ol bocsller WY e 2ia Y A
3 ypaza Y e Lablos Y o €57 25,8 Y1 5 e Vit L L seluT e oy SO
) e B I g Sl 0l Lege Y

I kg Bl Vi 05 2l J3Y1 agall 361 3 0 g slel SN0 301
PO 56 5115 5110 gty L gal) g oSO i) Y b s (s U1 (S
S5l s Slio o dio [ 4] 18505y (gl e S el e s o
Letn ) rls o <o 62 O a1 S G35

Ralree ¢ alll 550 SOl aecatl Iy Al 55 alab) 15) ed " oD s )7 i Lo
J gy ) o s DLV gy o e V) o Ml 0 5y i iy S
AV g g Jl o U Wy Gl el ] gy e PN ) L Dl s s
La55n ey LS e d g Len Ol g claall OY L)zl ol y il sllag) e i s Y (s
sl e Al i Y e (Ol B e 3 AT ) 4l el g gy Dol
& s Mig) Gy oLy Loall pn L sl e anl iy and oy el o )L 013
Gsse sy L)
oy gl ey gy lpdalay 4] oy ol Clley (Al JU @l p Gl
Lo I s (S a0l 13l ¢ o, Whada e 5 eed) s W5 Lo opdll i T L7 )
Crdis Sy flko
s 03] b s el sdy G T 3]y ¢ iy S OF 1B 2V S5 0f g O
Lo 03 b gyl adg plia S5 I3y L Skl B p YV il 5 O g aus O
03] Gl NS Eal13) VAT Wby o il ad s ) OF godll B 5 O g2 LY

("/‘f«fcg\yjqah&wsub&ri@?;@éévmjﬂ‘ g,,bi@”:'u:’;,!\
030 b Il chldle B BE ST )y a1 ekt (g ey

w

C e

February 2017

2/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

On the Road to Sainthood

Even though we are disgraced by death and sin and are in dire need of salvation
and liberation, God does not seek us out because we are sinners. In fact, He seeks us out
despite our refusal and our sin. He holds on to us and perseveres so He makes us His children.
A relevant analogy would be that of a damaged icon: we do not hold on to it because it is
damaged, but because no matter how extensive the damage is, the icon still represents the
presence of God.

Since the earliest centuries, Christians have read the Old Testament and seen it as a
slow progression towards the Advent of Jesus who died and resurrected and in whom God
sees the fulfilment of the promise. The first Christians read the entire history of salvation in
the light of Jesus Christ who rose from the dead, and in every page of this history they got to
know him better “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and
was glad.” (John 8:56)

What we refer to as “the history of salvation” is in fact man’s long and excruciating
journey towards God. It is the painful endeavor to deserve God’s love and forgiveness, and is
likened to the Tower of Babel where man seeks to find God and ask Him for service. He is the
God of the promise made, the God of Christians whom they call “Father” just like Jesus
Christ. He is a God who gives Himself fully and forgives incessantly, because giving and
forgiveness as part of His being and identity. Thus, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
essence of God’s many initiatives since He does not stop giving and forgiving. He sent prophets to
His people and raised His Son from the dead and is always the one to take the initiative and
therefore we have the courage to call him Father.

Sainthood is the path to God. Many have passed away to Him already, have seen His face
and “washed their robes in the blood of the lamb”. But we are still in our journey on earth, so
can we do so our fate is just like theirs? How do we become saints?

Love is thinking of the others before oneself. If you love like this, then you are sanctified.
Serving is fulfilling the needs of others before one’s needs. If you serve like this, then you
are sanctified.

Faith is knowing in the depths of your heart that He in whom you trust will never fail
you. If you believe like this, then you are sanctified.

Transparency is when the light illuminating your life reflects from within your heart the
best characteristics, experiences, blessings and talents and puts them out for the greater
good. If you are transparent in your relationships with others, then you are sanctified.



If your faith is unwavering, your hope relentless, your love strongly rooted, your
service selfless and your responsibility transparent, the light of Christ is bound to shine in your
life so you become a beacon that brings everyone to the path of righteousness and sainthood.

If you still find it difficult, never forget that Christ died and resurrected to grant us
eternal life. Do not forget to look at all those who were saved and who washed their robes in
the blood of the lamb. Just like you, they used to live within the constraints of space and time,
but now reside in the Heart of God. Sainthood is not a difficult task, but it requires
perseverance, commitment and determination in our daily life.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Raymond Jarjoura
Nativity Parish Priest, Hadira - Beit el Chaar
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