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September 2016

9/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“So must the Son of Man be lifted up;
that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life” (Jn 3, 14-15)

In the dimness of the dark gloomy night, which embodies the frightening world of
death, and which perforated the bedstead of humanity, since the existence of man on earth; the
Pharisee Nicodemus proceeded to the One who came to our world “a light shining to the
Nations” (Lk 2,32). In this intimate meeting, through which the divine resplendence emanated,
to creep, with its golden threads, into that old decrepit heart, the mystery of birth from water
and Spirit was revealed and eternal life. It turned out clear to the honorable elder, immersed
in the overflow of Old Testament prophecies, that the redemption, through which man attains
the supernatural eternal life, passes through the wood of the Cross; the crossing bridge into the
Kingdom.

In support to His word, the Savior cited an incident that happened to the Hebrew people in the
Sinai desert after their exit from Egypt, for fiery serpents bit them, and many of them died.
Moses ordered, in the wilderness, to raise in the middle of the camp, a bronze serpent, and it
came to pass that, whoever had been bitten, and beheld it, was cured and recovered. This
incident is a divine plan that symbolizes redemption through the cross and prepares minds and
hearts to accept the instructions of this great mystery, the mystery of God’s love for man, the
mystery of healing from death and drinking the elixir of immortality! Not organic or physical
death is meant only. Indeed, the visible Cross, sign of salvation between earth and heaven,
cures all our daily deaths that bristle as a blocking barrier in front of reaching our desired
happiness. The Lord seized through His Cross the sovereignty of death and altered its
bitterness to sweetness by extending His hands on the wood of the Cross to embrace all the
dispersed.

Sin entered the world by Adam and by sin death that passed upon all men “for all have
sinned” (Rm 5, 12-13). A savior was necessary for humanity to save it from tyranny and open
for her the doors of mercy and reconciliation with God...So, motivated by His unfathomable
love, the Word of God took our human nature and became similar to us, in our poorness,
without losing anything from His divine traits...in order to seek and save the lost.

But this salvific plan, by which Christ put an end to death, by drinking the cup of death and
raising up victorious on the third day, invites us to practice it we too, particularly in this
Jubilee Year of Mercy, to rescue our asleep brothers from their deadly seclusion...from the
death of poverty and social corruptions...from the death of family disintegration, from the
death of a new idolatry, that loosens its shadow over our sorrowful world, and takes several
forms.

My prayer to the living Crucified, so that each one of us might carry his cross joyfully, and go
ahead to bear the burdens of others, and wipe the tears from their aspects, so that he might be
able to say before he passes from this perishing world: “Lord, remember me in your
Kingdom” (Lk 23, 42) in the expanse of eternal life.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Mgr. Samih (Raphael) Traboulsi
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