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November 2016

11/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Remember me in your Kingdom

The community "Remember me in your Kingdom" started its mission in a number of
parishes, proceeding from the reality of people who have experienced great grief and
emptiness caused by the absence of a person dear to their hearts, and found the curative
answer and true consolation in prayer and union with the Risen Lord Jesus Christ through
the celebration of Holy Mass. When the Church commemorates its departed, she remembers
with them that death is not the end, but the beginning. For the sepulcher will open, and the
dead person will come out of it as if he is proceeding in a long journey. Jesus did not rise alone
from the grave, but in His death "the earth shook, and the rocks were split and tombs were
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised" (Mt 27, 51-52),
and preceded us to resurrection. This is our only consolation when we remember our dead,
even our joy when we know that death is the springboard to the house of the Father.

In every prayer gathering, in every Mass for the souls of the departed, the community
of "Remember me in your Kingdom" reflects on the reality of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, its hope increases, and true consolation penetrates the hearts of its members, because
Christ who conquered death with death is declared, in its prayers, and through its
spiritual gatherings, as the powerful God who can give every human being,
believing in His resurrection, with constant certainty and true hope, prevalence over death.

When the Church declares its faith in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, it announces
the beginning of a new covenant that establishes the promise of Christ that "our sorrow will
be turned to joy...and no one takes our joy away from us" (Jn 16, 20-22). For this reason, and
because death causes great sorrow and a profound wound in our being as a result of the
absence of our beloved ones, we need to keep the announcement of resurrection new, and to
receive it with faith, so that the resurrection of the Lord might be present in our human reality,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, that the Risen Lord Jesus Christ accorded to His

disciples, and endows us today as the fruit of His resurrection.



This faith in a new life with the Risen Christ leads us to the certainty that we are called
to experience from now, in our daily lives, in every victory of the Lord on the situations of
sadness and despair, and all sorts of slaveries and sins that imprison and subjugate us. This is
what makes us, O brethren, in an awaiting status of the passage of our Lord in our lives in
order to shift us from slavery to the freedom of the children of God. In the Hebrew tradition,
the invitation to the celebration of Passover reminded the believer of the crossing that God
achieved in the lives of His ancestors, when He transferred them from the slavery of Egypt to
the freedom of the Promised Land; and when He opened in front of them the Red Sea and they
crossed to the dry land, after they saw their enemies drowning in the sea; and when He walked
in front of them in the desert and procured them food and beverage, and said to him: If you
are today enslaved because of sin, and if you are hungry and thirsty for freedom, peace, and
joy, come and make the Passover with us, so that you too might experience the crossing which
God makes today in your life, because His hand is not shortened, and He is still faithful to His
promises.

We too, each time we celebrate Holy Mass, the remembrance of the death of Christ
and His resurrection, and we participate in the Communion service of His body and His
blood, the token of eternal life, we believe, with full certainty, that the Risen Lord crosses in
our midst to convey all those who await Him from the death of sin to the life of light that
shines from His Sacred Sepulcher. This faith in new life that the Risen Lord bestows on us
cultivates in us hope that is stronger than death, and makes us exclaim with the psalmist David

and say: "This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!" (Ps 118, 24).

Translated from the arabic version written by
Monsignor Michel Aoun
Bishop of the diocese of Jbeil
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