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July 2016

7/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“You shall be holy for I am holy” (Lv 11, 45)

The holiness of God is the most arduous among the realities that could be defined,
because it adheres to the intrinsic nature of God, his sublimity and his transcendence. It is a
reality that outreaches man’s capacity of conceiving, imagining and analyzing. For holiness
means belongingness to the world God which outlies the conception of men. The sole
approximation to it, flamed and still flames frightening and anxiety in the heart of the sinner.
This is what Isaiah brought forward when he saw the Lord sitting on a throne, with the train
of His robe filling the temple, and the Seraphim standing around Him singing: “Holy, Holy,
Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory”. He said, “Woe is me, for [ am
ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts”. But when the angel purified his mouth with a
burning coal that he took from the altar, and his iniquity was taken away, and his sin forgiven,
he became peaceful, because, according to the Old Testament, a sinner cannot see God and
remain alive (cf. Is 6,1-8). Only the pure in heart are fit for seeing God and enjoy true life:
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5, 8).

This holiness became visible in the person of Jesus whom the Father sanctified and
sent to the world, as Jesus revealed Himself to his disciples, in response to the demand of
Philip who asked him saying, «“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us”. Jesus said
to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know me, Philip? He
who has seen me has seen the Father”» (Jn 14,8-9). With Jesus, holiness has become
embodied compassion and gladdening tenderness. This is what the apostle Peter affirms when
he calls the Christians to demonstrate the holiness of God in their behavior, “like the Holy
One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior” (1 Pt 1, 15). The apostle
Peter says: be holy in your entire demeanor! That is, be pure in thought, words and deeds; be
pure in intentions, sight and saying, in order to reflect God’s holiness, 1.e. his love, tenderness
and mercy, “for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous” (Mt 5, 45). Who are the holy pure in heart if not the prophets,
saints and martyrs whom we revere this holy month of July, and throughout the days, asking
their intercession to all the souls that rest in the hope of enjoying light and life?



The Pharisees (meaning of their name the separated ones), thought they were the
righteous and holy, because they separated themselves from the sinful aberrant humanity, as
God is separate and rises above the world. But their sin became inherent when they separated
themselves from people without withdrawing from their personal wickedness, dwelling in
them and surrounding them, so that their vainness came out to be more flagrant than their sin,
and their corruption deadliest than their perversion. When Jesus came, he showed them that
true holiness does not depend upon separating oneself from humanity and detach oneself from
them, but by separating oneself from evil, and withdrawing from its harms for the sake of
drawing near to men to cure their injuries. Therefore, holiness depends morally on getting
close to God, being united with Him and filled with His love; especially in this year of Divine
Mercy, for the sake of distributing his blessings and mercies to the entire humanity.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Hany Chelela, Lebanese Missionary
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