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October 2016

10/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Stop before that eternal judgment

Every stop with oneself is a stop with God dwelling in us, nothing more. Any other
stop is simply a stop with our thoughts, our vacuum and the whirlwind of life. True prayer is
to know to whom we are talking, and where our interlocutor is, it is God, and He is here.

When that stop, that brings a divine presence, arrives to maturity, our thoughts and
actions pass before the eyes of God, and in turn, we see them in all their truth and
transparency: in their littleness and their largeness, their past and their present, clarity and
meanness...this stop then becomes a stop that anticipates that stop of last judgment, where it
1s not God who will judge, "For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him" (Jn 3:17), but it is His word, that was said to us, that
will judge us. Here, we will draw up before Him with all our qualities, perfectly as was our
state each time we pray.

In this last hour, nothing conceals Him, in this terrible judgment, remorse will not, in
this terrifying time, no turning back...these are moments of terror and piety, moments of
eternal shame where weakness and lack appear clearly, so clear that they “knead” the heart
and show all the actions carried out under His eyes.

Before that judgment there, we are still here, so let us look at our own person as it is
in reality, a gift from Him, the merciful God, and implore mercy, forgiveness, perseverance
and continuity...He is here, near us, with His eyes full of mercy and tenderness...day after
day, we draw near to eternity...so, the one who knows, who trusts and hopes to see God, he
will lead a peaceful life here...because, despite his difficulties, life remains a grace of God.

Let us sustain it then with an eternal “yes” to Him.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Father Michel Abboud
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