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August 2018

8/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Transfiguration and Assumption

Saint Marc says about the Transfiguration event, “Six days later” (Marc 9:2). This detail is quite
important because we are not talking about time and succession of events, but we are rather making a
paschal reading of this event. The day of the Transfiguration of the Lord on the mountain is the seventh day:
it is the completion of days and of the creation. The picture of Transfiguration is centered around the person
of Jesus Christ; the Old Testament in its entirety aspires towards Him through the image of Moses ( Torah)
and Elijah (Ecclesiasticus).

In front of the scene of the Transfiguration, we contemplate both death and resurrection, glory and
vanity, transfiguration and the night of betrayal, deny, pain, and solitude. We know already that the Lord speaks
through bilaterals: the day we experience the joy of Transfiguration, may our heart understand that we will be
ready for the Cross; and the day of the Cross and death, may our heart remember the days of light and grace.

The Cross and death cannot prevail over the living Jesus. Nothing can touch the life that resides in
Him, because He is the life and the Lord of Life. He is the master of life and death. He conquered death by
the resurrection. We should neither despair nor be afraid. Jesus the transfigured makes human life transfigure.
We the baptized carry in us the grains of the coming glory, thus revealing this transfiguration in our life. To
the pessimists who scorn our Faith, and say, “Where are the seeds of glory and of resurrection in this ugly
world of atrocities and injustice?”” Our only response is the following: Just as the transfiguration resides in
the ugliness of the Cross, in the heart of this suffering, divine Heart burning with Love, it also resides in the
hearts of those who suffer and believe, in the hearts of believers who sympathize with those who suffer.

Obscure hatred is intense; it is, however, countered with a more intense and shining love, which
will certainly triumph.

Then comes the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, who was—body and
soul— assumed into heaven, to remind us that we are no sedentary people, and that we ought to walk in a
certain direction that elevates us above earth; and to remind us that only in the presence of God, of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, Existence has meaning, that life becomes perfect, and hearts are quenched; to remind
us that God will reward those who live for Him and for their neighbors, through love and righteousness,
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” (1 Corinthians , 2:9).

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary is but a reminder that only the path she has taken, following
her son Jesus, leads to Heaven. If we take this path like she did, we will arrive...

O Mary, Our Lady of the Assumption, let us understand that this present life is but a boat that lifts
us from earth to heaven! Let us understand that the goal of Existence is to meet God. Help us to emulate you
in your union with God and your submission to His commandments. Let us emulate your hunger and thirst
for heavenly food so that —if we follow your path of submission to God’s will— we would enter, like you,
the Kingdom of God, with glorified bodies; rejoice with you and with all those dearly loved ones who have
preceded us; and pray for them and they pray for us before God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Emmanuel Al Rahi
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