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December 2017

12/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom  The Birth of Jesus and Peace

The angel told the shepherds: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for
all the people. Today a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord”. A great company
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests” (Luke 2:10-14).
Christmas Eve is the eve of love, reconciliation and peace. The King of Peace comes to Earth
bringing it Peace. The Son of God, who is One in being with the Father, comes to us so He makes
us the children of God. In the words of St Irenaecus: “God became Man, so that He makes Man
God”. The true believer yearns to discover the truth of God who is only uncovered when He reveals
Himself. The birth of Jesus is the final revelation of the truth of God.
Saint Paul says: For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. The Son is the image
of God. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being (Hebrews 1: 2-3),
the birth of Jesus is when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared (Titus 3:4).
My dear brothers and sisters,
Many years and generations have elapsed, yet Mary and Saint Joseph have not forgotten the
awe-inspiring moment that marked their lives and the history of humanity. It was the moment when
they saw, for the first time, the Son of God in human form in the cave in Bethlehem.
Today, for us Christians, Bethlehem is not just that quaint village that embraced the Saviour.
Bethlehem is what we see and live during Mass when Eucharist is offered, when we see the priest,
in his robe and garments, standing before the Altar. He is the priest of Jesus; he is Jesus himself in
his priesthood. Before the eyes of the believers he takes bread and prays: “This is my Flesh”. Upon
the utterance of these words, the Eternal Word descends, crossing infinite distances, and is here in
the form of bread.
Just as He came from the Father to the womb of Virgin Mary in Incarnation, He comes to the Eucharist.
Just as He was born from Mary on Christmas Eve, through the words of His priests He is born. In
the Bethlehem cave He became flesh, He became Man; and on the Altar, He becomes Living Bread
that nourishes mankind.
In the hearts of believers who have taken the Flesh of the Lord, the angels of Bethlehem can
worship the Word incarnate, the nourishment of souls, and say: “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace”.
Translated from the arabic version written by
Father Jean Moutran
Saint Barbara Parish, Zahle
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