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September 2018

9/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Contemplations and Reflections
on the second word pronounced by Jesus on the Cross

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” Lk 23:43)

It is the thief who was crucified at the right-hand side of Jesus, and whose sins have
accompanied him to the cross. This thief who has shamed and mocked Jesus has become a defender
and a man of prayer and faith. It is strange how he was able to have faith in the Lord, the Lord in pain
at its peak not in the heights of glory? How did he believe in the Lord, the Lord mocked by the people
not the Lord sought by the people to find healing or blessing? The Lord Jesus, according to the prophet
is “like a lamb led to the slaughter, he did not open his mouth” (1sa 53:7), throughout trial, torture, and
crucifixion. He only answered Caiaphas the high priest when the latter put Him under oath by the
loving God . He even refused to respond to Pontius Pilate the Roman governor who was astonished by
His silence. They defied Him, saying, “Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”

(Mat. 40:27), but He did not respond.

The fact that the Lord has forgiven His crucifiers could have touched the thief on the right of
Jesus; he could have been touched by the face of Jesus, His traits, His gaze, and by the softness and
depth of His voice. The way Jesus has looked to the thief could have melted his heart, or the latter
could have been genuinely ready for repentance. The penitent thief was able to obtain everything,
whereas the impenitent thief hurled insults at Jesus and defied Him, saying, “Aren’t you the Messiah?
Save yourselfand us!” (Lk 23:39). Jesus did not answer him. He, however, answered the thief on his right
side, when he asked Him to remember him in His kingdom. Jesus said to him “Today you will be with

me in paradise” (Lk 23: 43).

Jesus not only accompanied the penitent thief on the cross but also allowed him to accompany
Him to paradise. The expression “you will be with me” indicates that the penitent thief will enter the
Kingdom of God along with Jesus, because he has offered Him his heart and his fate on the cross. And

because he has suffered with Him, he will also be glorified with Him. What a strange meeting on the cross!



The penitent thief recognized Jesus as a King when he said, “when you will be in Your
kingdom”, and he also recognized Him as a savior who was capable of taking him to paradise.
This thief has also recognized his personal sins and recognized that he deserves death, rebuking
his companion, when he said, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence? We
are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve” (Lk 23: 40-41). He recognized Christ
who was crucified for the sins of others, He who is righteous and free from sins; he has defended
Him since none of his 11 or 72 disciples have defended Him, and none of those He had healed,
resuscitated, or delivered from Satan has defended Him. Only the penitent thief has
defended Him.

Apart from his will to defend the Lord, the penitent thief was worried about his
immortality. He did not think of his pain but rather of his fate after death. That is why he shouted
asking the Lord for His forgiveness and mercy, saying, “Remember me when You come into

Your kingdom”.

The penitent thief enjoyed sharing the suffering of the Lord during the hours he has
spent by His side on the cross. These were eternal hours, and the happiest hours of his life since
he saw an solicitation to purity and sanctity. He was proud that he was with Christ who was

crucified, although the cross was the most shameful way to die.

“0O Jesus who was counted with the sinners and crucified with the criminals, even if it
were shameful for you, I believe it is a blessing and a benediction for me. I wish I had known
you earlier my Lord. I wish every one of us would shout with the penitent thief : Remember me,

O Lord, in my prayers, in my weaknesses, and in my falls”.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Fr. Maurice Mouawad O.M.M.
Parish priest of St. Takla — Mrouj
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