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4/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Meeting the Risen from the Dead

After Jesus rose from the dead, He met with a large number of those who were associated
with Him. After a brief meditation on three encounters, we perceive some of the
meanings of Resurrection.

The first encounter: Jesus meets Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jacob. Both of
them met the angel and he said to them, “Do not be afraid...you are looking for Jesus who
has been crucified...He has risen” (Mt 28:5-6). Then The Risen Jesus came to meet them
(Mt 28:1-9) and said to them, “Peace be with you...do not be afraid!” The message of the
angel as well as the message of Jesus to the two women is a message that gives peace, joy and
expels fear. Loss of fear and peace feeling, have both their origin in the victory over death.
The Resurrection of Christ was the herald of victory over the greatest fear, the fear of decay
and annihilation; it is a victory over fear of “physiological death”.

The second encounter: with the Risen Jesus is the meeting with the two of the disciples
on the way back to their village, after Jesus’ crucifixion and their loss of hope in everything,
so that they lost the meaning that they found for their existence in their living with Jesus. They
were conversing and discussing about what happened...and they were “looking sad” as Luke
the Evangelist tells us (Lk 24:17). Their condition was miserable than the case of the two
women, because they went beyond fear until they became somehow depressed. A depressed
person is one who is handcuffed inside himself, charged with obstructing fear; it is a kind of
psychological death. As the disciples appeared in this situation, “Jesus approached, and
began traveling with them.” Here is the Risen from the dead escorting the depressed man
who is exhausted of failure and less of hope (Lk 24:15). After having listened to them, He
began to lead them to the way of return, the way of awareness, explaining to them the truth
of God’s presence in the life of his people through Moses and the Prophets, i.e., through the
history of salvation, which is fulfilled by His coming and His death and resurrection. “Their
hearts were burning within them” and they urged Him to stay with them, because they felt
His sweet presence again. Then they recognized Him in the breaking of the bread... “So they
arose that very hour and returned to Jerusalem” (Lk 24:33). It is the resurrection of Christ,
through which we triumph over frustration, because it restores to our souls hope and desire. It
is the psychological triumph over death.

The third encounter: with the disciples and Thomas (Jn 20:19 - 31). “The doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.” Here too, the disciples lived the experience
of fear that prevented them from setting forth their mission. As if there were in a state of
spiritual emptiness. He came to them, and stood among them and gave them peace. The
presence of Jesus, the Risen from the dead, among them, made them prevail over spiritual
fear and set off again toward their mission.

The Resurrection of Jesus is a token of the resurrection of the faithful man; it leads him to
the victory over death in its various forms.
The Christian who believes in the Resurrection is really a person who overcomes every
fear, and death in all its forms.
His continuous encounter with Jesus in His Word and Eucharist, in the solitude of personal
and collective prayer, all of it entrenches peace and confidence which drives out all fear, “for
God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love” (2 Tim 1:7).

Translated from the arabic version written by
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