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10/12 To my five brothers

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika (Luke 16: 19-31)

Remember me in Your Kingdom
Contemplations and Reflections

on the Second Statement of Jesus on the Cross
(Part II)

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise”
(Luke 23 : 43)

The moment of death reveals the difference between the thief on the right-hand side of Jesus
and the one on his left-hand side: The thief on the left-hand side was blaspheming against the Lord, not
fearing God. He was not concerned about his eternal fate; he was only concerned about freeing himself
from the cross and crucifixion so that he can enjoy again earthly desires. He deserved the contempt of
the other thief. Instead of repenting, he was sinning again despite being close to the Lord. Neither the
hour of death nor his proximity to the Lord could remind him of the need to repent. He was not even
touched by the fact that the Lord forgave His crucifiers; he did not envy the right-hand thief who has
obtained a promise to enter Paradise. He was not even touched by the natural phenomena that occurred
at that moment: the earth quaked, the rocks were split, and darkness came over the whole land. All these
could not prompt him to repent. This thief was too busy to think about his fate, even at the hour of death.
This is a hard lesson for those who defer their repenting, thinking they can eventually repent at the end
of their lives, although they know not when their hour will come. This is like those who, at the moment
of death, are indifferent to the grace that fills their heart.

On the cross, Jesus did not abandon the thief who repented; He did not even make him wait,
but He answered his prayers earlier than anticipated. This thief did not lose hope, in his last hours,in the
divine mercy. Jesus’ response, “today you will be with me” confirms the hope of the thief who was
on His right-hand side, as if He said to him: just as you are suffering the pain with Me, you will be with
Me in paradise. The thief said to the Lord, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom”,
which pressed Jesus to rectify, and His answer was, “Today you will be with me in Paradise not in my

kingdom”; “My kingdom is not of this world.” (Jn 18:36).



This promise of meeting the Lord in Paradise had probably made the thief anticipate
death with joy in order to be with Christ; thus, death would become a delight, “O death, where is
your sting?”” (1Cor 15:55). Death is terrifying to the wicked but gratifying to those who die with the
hope to meet the Lord.

The forgiveness granted to the thief on the right-hand of Jesus - and which had opened to
him the gates of Paradise - was a Divine act and evidence of the Lord’s divine authority:
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” Christ has already started on the cross His work as a just
judge. He was able to open the gates of Paradise, which has been closed since Adam’s sin.
The opening of the gates is merely a sign of the high price to pay: the blood of Christ shed on the
cross. Wasn’t He the one who opened the door for the wise virgins and closed it in the face
of the foolish virgins? The Lord opens the door only for those who have opened him their hearts,

even if it were at the last moment of their lives.

What is even more beautiful than Paradise is our presence with the Lord; it is a true bliss to
be with Him: “I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where [ am (Jn 14:3).

This is the promise that we seek and desire: to be with the Lord.

This was the promise that had lightened up the heart of the right-hand thief, which had
made him forget his suffering on the cross. These are moments of delight and tranquility. Jesus
was busy listening to the right-hand thief; He was talking to him and calming him, which made
Him forget about the nails, the crown of thorns, the wounds, and suffering:
“Love... is not self-seeking” (1 Cor 13:5) but seeks the happiness of others. The Lord wanted to tell
us that even on the cross, we can serve others. In addition to redeeming the world in its entirety,
and forgiving His crucifiers, the Lord cared for the thief on His right-hand side as an individual,
God does not forget the individual in the midst of the mass. The shepherd really did care about
the Lost Sheep.

Fr. Maurice Mouawad O.L.M.
Parish priest of St. Takla - Mrouj
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