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To my five brothers (zuc 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

First Ecumenical Councils

We are delighted to present to our dear readers the main Christian doctrines
established by our holy fathers from the East and West in the first six Ecumenical
councils:

I- The First General Council of Nicaea: Held in Nicaea near Constantinople
in 325 and attended by 318 fathers. During this Council the fathers established the
consubstantiality of the Father and Son.

II-  The First General Council of Constantinople: Held in Constantinople in 381
and attended by 150 fathers. The fathers established the divinity of the Holy Spirit and
consubstantiality with the Father and Son, and focused on His sanctifying work.

III- The General Council of Ephesus. Held in Ephesus in 431 and attended by 200
fathers. The fathers affirmed the full divinity and full humanity of the Word, God’s
only Son. We thus refer to Mary as the Mother of God (Theotokos).

IV- The General Council of Chalcedon: Held in Chalcedon in 451 and attended
by 630 fathers. They established that Christ has two natures: full humanity and full
divinity. Both are fully and uniquely united in hypostasis without division fusion,
confusion or segmentation. This is known as the inevitability of Incarnation.

V- The Second General Council of Constantinople: Held in Constantinople in
553 and attended by 165 fathers. The decisions of the four previous councils were
reconsidered and confirmed.

VI- The Third General Council of Constantinople: Held in Constantinople in
680/681 and attended by 170 attendees. They confirmed the doctrine of Chalcedon,
refuted the idea of one will and established that Christ has two natures, two wills and
two volitions.

With the intercession of the Holy Fathers, redeem us O Savior!

Father George Baliki
(Translated from arabic)
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