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September 2013

To my five brothers (zuc 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Cross of Jesus Christ: “the Power of God and the Wisdom of God”

In mid-September the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Cross. Saint Paul re-
minds us that the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God and the wisdom of God. The Cross that
used to be a curse became through Jesus Christ a road to glory and the joy of the feast.

The Cross evokes the two most inscrutable dilemmas in the human life; pain and
death. Pain, in both its physical and emotional states, hits Man in the very essence of
his being. Death, on the other hand, raises the dilemma of continuity and perishment.

Jesus Christ the Son of God gave these dilemmas a new meaning by enduring his
emotional and physical pain and crossing from death to Resurrection. Instead of be-
ing absurd and meaningless, these dilemmas are now, through Him, an expression of
God’s wisdom and power. Jesus gave them this significance by triumphing over pain
with patience and sacrifice, and over death with resurrection. Jesus Christ the Son of
God who came to Earth to give us Life in abundance spent His life showing us that
God is love and unconditional generosity. He remained alongside the poor, the weak,
the marginalized and the sick and gave His life for them.

By taking on human flesh and going through Passion, death and resurrection, Jesus
gave a new meaning to my life as a human being trapped in the fear of pain and death.
He elevated me from a mere human being to the son/daughter of God and called on me
to follow his example by changing the Cross of pain to a Cross of joy, by making the
hour of my death an hour of glory and a path to life eternal. He gave me a new truth:
“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”

With Jesus Christ the standards shifted completely; the pain associated with the
Cross became through Him a source of great love. He told me that if I love my life I
am to sacrifice it to serve others, thus triumphing over death and living eternally. Jesus
Christ the Son of God incarnate made the hour of the Cross an hour of glory and vic-
tory over pain and death. Jesus Christ thus killed death through his very own death,
and through his resurrection He gave Man a new, eternal life. Through Jesus Christ,
pain becomes joy and death a passage from death to life.

Archbishop Paul Sayah
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