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August 2013

To my five brothers (zuc 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Repose and Repentance

As we grow in age, wisdom and stature, our bodies become frail, our energy de-
pleted and our abilities weakened. This often reminds us of how close we are to the
hour of repose in God. Eventually we start asking ourselves the most crucial questions:
Why are we born? Why do we live? Is Man born to die?

Saint Gregory of Nazianzus provides the following answer to these questions: God

gave Man his life “to repent”!

Does this mean that every human being is evil and therefore needs a lifetime to
repent? The answer is no. Repentance is the unremitting endeavor every faithful under-
takes throughout their life. Saint Gregory of Nazianzus expresses this idea by stating
that “Virtue is the endeavor to reach virtue”. Repentance is thus the very endeavor to
repent. None of us can therefore say “I have repented; I have thus reached the apogee of
virtue.” This idea was best explained by Paul the Apostle when he announced that Jesus
Christ came into this world to save the sinners “of whom I am the worst” (1 Tim 1:15)

So what is meant by “the repentance” of a person?

“To repent” is the opposite of “to err”. By understanding the meaning of “to err” we
can easily understand the significance of “to repent”. “To err” is to stray away from the
objective. The opposite of to err, to repent, is to go straight towards the objective. The
objective and the way, and the beginning and the end are Jesus himself.

How can one continue going straight towards the objective until the end of life? It
is by diligently following what the prophet teaches us “I have hidden your word in my
heart- that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11)

Our Lady the Mother of God, whose dormition the Church celebrates middle of this
holy month, did exactly this. Like every faithful, she spent her life “treasuring all these
things and pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19) and “repentance” became the
core of her life. And when, at the end of her life, Virgin Mary the “repentant” reached
dormition, she passed from life to death and resided in glory.

Father Melhem Al Hourani
Parish of Mhaidseh-Metn
(Translated from arabic)
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