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To my five brothers (zuc 16: 19-31)

The Feast of St. Anthony of Padua
June 13. 2013

St Anthony of Padua, the Ark of the Testaments

Remember me in Your Kingdom

He saw the light in 1995 AD, on the feast of the Assumption, Portuguese by
background and his real name was Fernando. Franciscan after being Augustinian, he
changed convents, monastic orders and countries. He failed in his early life despite his
advanced studies in the Holy Bible and was fatigued by catastrophes and traumas to
the degree he doubted his capacities. He was transferred to Monte San Paolo where
he spent his time in silence and contemplation. It was difficult for him to understand
what befell him. He left his country of origin (Lisbon, Portugal) and was attributed
to another country (Padua, Italy).It was a death for St Anthony - the death of the self.
“Except a corn of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it won’t bring forth much fruit
“(John 12:24). In the hermitage of Monte San Paolo, Anthony drowned in the oceanic
depth of God’s mercy and compassion. He meditated on all the events which he kept
in his heart and tried to understand God’s Will in his life until St Anthony, the preacher,
was born again. How did this happen? St Anthony was invited to the ordination of new
priests in the church of St Mercurialis at Forli, in 1222 AD. He was asked to give a
sermon for the event but was hesitant especially when the other priests declined. He
looked at his priesthood and saw a great failure, but the Holy Spirit who was on him
made all things work together for good (Romans 8:28).

St Anthony understood the death of the self on the cross. He understood the inner
meaning of the Holy Bible because he listened to the voice of God in his heart and
untied the enigmatic meanings of God’s wisdom by finding the one thread which links
him to prayer and to God — the source of true theology, St Anthony indexed the word of
God and discerned its use for instruction, for guidance, for reproof and for correction
in righteousness. He had perfect obedience (2Timothy 3:16-17) to the Holy Spirit who
was teaching him and reminding him of every word Jesus said (John 14:26).The Child
Jesus appeared to Anthony reminding him of the importance of childhood to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. He stayed a child continually imploring God and the people of
Heaven. St Anthony became attached to the Holy Bible and believed in the miracles
of God in his life. He wrote four volumes of sermons. “Pope Gregory IX “(1145-1241
AD) called him “the Ark of the Old and the New Testaments” and “Pope Pius XII”
(1876-1958 AD) proclaimed him “an Evangelical Doctor” for the Universal Church.



All these things happened because St. Anthony was faithful to the spirit of prayer and
devotion while teaching and studying Sacred Theology. He died on the 13th of June
1231 AD and was canonized on Pentecost, the 30th of May 1232 AD.

Do you feel a failure? Do you feel the world turned its back on you? Are you lonely
without parents and friends?. Read the Holy Bible, get closer to the Virgin Mary, get
to know Jesus the Child, study theology, contemplate the incarnation of Christ and his
Nativity, get to know St Anthony, commit yourself to a church which bears his name,
consecrate the Tuesdays to St Anthony because on this day he died. Finally,take the
Cross of the Lord as a weapon against the demons and the adversaries and believe

Jesus conquered death.
Deacon Antonios Hanania
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