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November 2012

To my five brothers

Remember me in Your Kingdom

All Souls’ Day
November 2nd

Praying for the deceased started in the early Christian centuries. Many of the

Church Fathers cited the virtues of this prayer including Saint John Chrysostom who
said that mourning the dead alone is not enough, for one must as well say prayers, give
alms, make all possible offerings and celebrate the Eucharist. In fact, praying for the
departed is an expression of the « Communion of Saints » , a term mentioned in the
Creed of Faith from the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. The Communion of Saints is the
spiritual union of the Church of the past (that of the apostles and our ancestors who are
in the Kingdom of God), the Church of the present (that of us the living who are united
with the departed through prayer) and the Church of the future (that of the future
generations with whom we are united in one common faith).
Celebrating All Souls’ Day on November 2nd is a tradition that dates back to the
beginning of the seventh century when Pope Boniface IV (608-615) dedicated
November 1st for the commemoration of All Saints and November 2nd for the
commemoration of the faithful departed. Praying for the departed is thus not an unusual
practice for Christians in the East or West, and it is not uncommon to pray for our
deceased brothers, especially in the moment of death and departure from this world
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Our prayer for the deceased serves several objectives :
We pray to affirm that the spirits of the departed are alive, unlike those of animals, for
our Lord is the God of the living. We pray to believe in Resurrection, and ask the Lord
to raise our brothers in the latter day. We pray to be always reminded they are our
brothers and we have an obligation to pray for them, keep their memory alive and
make sure they are never forgotten. We also pray so that we the living may find solace
and feel the blesisngs of patience and consolation in our hearts.

Father Simon Gebrayel

(Translated from arabic)
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