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October 2013

To my five brothers (zuc 16: 19-31)

Remember me in Your Kingdom

Look to the Cross of Christ for Healing

When the Israelites were in the desert with Moses they were always complaining
even though God freed them from slavery, fed them every day, provided them with
water, defeated their enemies and even gave to them laws and social organization.
Despite all these wonderful gifts from God that actually made them a people and
allowed them to survive they were not happy. In the midst of their ungratefulness they
were attacked by snakes and became ill and some people even died. They turned to
God for healing and God in his mercy told Moses to make a bronze snake and place it
upon a pole and all who looked at it would be healed (Numbers 21:4-9). We see in this
action an image of Christ on the Cross.

Our Lord referred to this incident in the Gospel of St. John (John 3:14-15) comparing
it to his crucifixion and saying by his death He would give to us eternal life. Eternal
life is the ultimate healing. Eternal life corrects the result of sin in the world which is
death. With eternal life from Christ our souls do not die or linger in the darkness of
Hades after death but join Him in heaven. In the future He will raise our bodies so that
they too may have life and we will once again be complete human beings — body and
soul together - and live with the Lord forever in Paradise.

In the Suffering Servant Songs of the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 42:1-9, 49:1-7, 50:4-11
& 52:13-53:12) we see prophecies of the Passion of Christ and an explanation of why
He suffered. The Gospel tells us what happened to Christ when He suffered and died
but we have to turn to the Prophet Isaiah for the reason why. Isaiah tells us that Jesus
suffered and died to heal us and make us whole. By his death we are freed from sin
and healed of all of its effects which include physical and spiritual illnesses and death.

Our world today is more than ever in need for the spiritual and physical healing
that comes from the Cross of Christ. We have people addicted to alcohol, drugs and
gambling. There are broken families with children being used as pawns between
fighting parents. There are nations and peoples divided internally against each other.
Nations fight against each other to obtain resources that could be better used by mutual



cooperation and sharing. People feel worthless because they do not have God’s peace
and forgiveness in their hearts and they are burdened by unforgiven sins.

When we look at Jesus on the Cross let us not just contemplate how much He
suffered which proves his great love for us. Let us also realize why He suffered which
was to heal us in soul and body. Let us go to Him as the wounded people that we are
and ask for this healing for ourselves and our broken world.

Rt. Rev. Philip Raczka,
Rector of Annunciation Melkite Greek-Catholic Cathedral
West Roxbury, MA
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