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4/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

"Our Hope is in Christ"

“I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep,
lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.” (1st Thess. 4:13).

We the Christian grieve, but with hope, and our hope is anchored in our Lord & Savior Jesus
Christ who said “I am the Resurrection and the Life, he who believes in Me, though he may
die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” (John 11:25-26).

Our hope is in Christ who said, “Because I live you will live also.” (John 14:19).

Our hope is in Him who said in His prayer before His crucifixion “Father, I desire that they also
whom you have given Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which
You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).

Our hope is in Him who shed His blood on the cross for our salvation. “God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in Him, should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16).

Our hope is in Him who while on the cross told the thief on His right who repented and said
“Lord, remember me when You come into your kingdom.” Assuredly, I say to you, today you
will be with Me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42-43).

Our hope is in Him whose Apostle Paul said: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have
it entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him”
(1st Corr. 2:9).

Our hope is in Him whose evangelist John said “Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself
will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes: there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain for the former
things have passed away.” (Rev. 21:3-4).

Beloved Christians, do not be afraid, let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
and believe in Jesus Christ, and you will live with Him forever.

Archpriest Ghattas Hajal
Pastor of St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral — Ottawa
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