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8/12 To my five brothers
Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika (Luke 16: 19-31)

Remember me in your kingdom

Mary and the Word

Introduction: Reading the Bible and the texts related to the feasts of the Virgin Mary allows us to realize
the significance of the Word of God in our Christian life and in our pastoral and apostolic communities.
Reading these texts also permits us to fathom Mary’s relation with the Word and with the Trinity.

Words and the Word: Our Lord Jesus did not teach us words and quotes to repeat before others, or to use
to defend our positions, and to prove ourselves right and others wrong. The Lord is the Word that God sent
to dwell among us, to work for us, and to penetrate deep within us. He who used the Word and strived to
plant it in the listeners’ hearts, before their ears, during His life and His ministry, has become, after the
Resurrection— as He has been forever and from the beginning of time—the living Word planted in our
hearts and in the ears of those who believe in Him.

The emerging Church, which has reread the Gospel or rather heard it from the mouth of the apostles and
accepted it with joy, has finally realized that the measure of proximity to or remoteness from Jesus Christ
is no more personal knowledge, kinship, or good neighborhood. It is rather having faith in the Word of
God, putting it into practice, and preserving it through evangelization and prayer (Cf. especially Lk 4:16-30;
8:19-21; 11:27-28; 13:26; etc.).

Mary, Keeper of God’s Word:

Christian tradition relates the entrance of Mary into the temple, where she lived since the age of three.
There, she was raised and grew on hearing the Word of God from the mouth of the scholars. She heard,
understood, lived, and was filled of the Word of God until she became the living sanctuary and the Word
became flesh and was born in her womb, in the fullness of time. Mary has become kneaded with the Word
until she became the Mother of the Word incarnate. In this context, St. Paul the apostle said, “I am not the
one who is alive but the Word of God is living in me!” We can thus confirm that Mary, who heard and
received with faith the Annunciation of the angel, was dressed in the Word of God, in His beauty, bounty,
and charity. She became the bride of the Holy Spirit, living from his abundance, immersed in his lights,
and free from all sin!

Therefore, Marian feasts, the most important of which is celebrated on August 15, exhort us to consider
Mary as the Church’s firstborn and her most beautiful flower. She is the new creature who bore Christ and
became divine, after having been in a unique relation with the Word that she heard, accepted, and
preserved. By living and praying the Word on earth, Mary shared in the glory, splendor, and blissful life of
the Holy Trinity.

Conclusion:

Just like Mary, we too are entrusted with the responsibility of preserving, protecting, and spreading the
Word of God. To accomplish this mission, we should first, and just like Mary too, listen to the Word,
accept it in our life and contemplate it. We should not let thorns choke the Word but rather pray it “going
out” following Christ, heading toward the Father, enlightened by the steps of the Holy Spirit, so we may,
with Mary, share one day in the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Bishop Chekrallah Nabil Hajj
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