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December 2019

12/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

Peace on Earth, as it is in Heaven...

“I have come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10) On this earth, there is what
makes life worth living, and our life is Christ. We, who were baptized in the name of Christ, were born
in the Holy Spirit, and have become the children of God, crying, “Abba, Father” (Gal 4:6).

A savior was born for us and he is the Lord Jesus. He is the real light who came to the world, and his
birth brought peace to an earth that was created for peace and joy. Our vocation to live our faith is a
continuous struggle toward achieving this peace. Peace is the fruit of the reconciliation of earth and
heaven. The Prince of Peace, our Lord and God Jesus Christ has paid His life to give us eternal life
through His resurrection. In fact, the mystery of Incarnation (the birth of the Lord Jesus) cannot be
separated from the mystery of Redemption (the death and resurrection of the Lord). We, the people of
the abode of God, raise our hearts with every sunrise, beseeching that the will of the Father be on earth
as it is in heaven.

We should therefore strive to spread the seeds of union instead of quarrel and division, so we can unite
with God, not divide. Our faith which works by love and reconciliation, inspires us to allow justice
triumph over inequality, and the light of liberty outshines tyranny and oppression. By doing so, we
would fulfil the Master’s words with deeds, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God” (Mat 5:9). This is based on our testimony and on our contribution toward promoting the
spirit of dialogue and rapprochement between the peoples as well as building bridges to strengthen
societal peace. Christians are keepers of their brothers in humanity; they realize that their lives and
happiness are associated with the level of their neighbors’ lives and happiness, a level they strive to
preserve. We therefore pursue common good and strive to live a life of faith, the faith that shines upon
those who live in darkness and in the shadow of death.

Praying for our brothers who have departed in faith and hope of resurrection is but a sign of union, trust,
and hope that they live with us in their glorified bodies and souls. They, who have believed in Christ,
have departed and risen with Christ. Their birth is eternal and their memory is eternal. The peace they
enjoy alongside the saints in heaven, we seek it for our hearts and for our earth. We need their peace to
console and solace our hearts so “we do not grieve like those who have no faith” (1 Thessalonians 4:13)
We need their peace to feel secure; to stand firm in our faith; to fight the fine fight of the faith; to be
watchful and strong; and to bear with patience the fruits that befit the sons of heavens. We will then be
considered worthy of the Kingdom of God and be mentioned with the memory of the departed. Let us
extol God incessantly, with the intercession of the Mother of God, Lady of Peace. Amen.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Paulist Fr. Nicholas Haddad
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