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2/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

"Consolation of the Afflicted"

When a death notice is mounted on a wall, we read it and head to the church reception hall to
offer our condolences to the family of the departed. The ‘consolation of the afflicted’, however, holds
dimensions that are farther and deeper than the simple duty of offering condolences.The “consolation
of the afflicted” holds three important dimensions:

First, consolation is a human, concrete and existential feeling, through which we express our solidarity
with our afflicted sisters and brothers. We share with them the suffering they experience due to the loss
of a dear one. When we offer our condolences, we express our desire to support them and to stand by
them in these difficult circumstances, because they are our sisters and brothers in Christ.

Second, by offering our condolences to the afflicted, we instill in them the spirit of the Christian faith.
We remind them that we share with them the faith in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and Savior, who has
given us back, through His Resurrection, eternal life that we had lost by sinning. We pray along with
them because prayer is in itself a consolation to them; it provides them comfort and peace, strengthens
their faith, and reinforces their Christian hope in the resurrection of their deaths.

Third, the ‘consolation of the afflicted’ is not limited to a few minutes of condolences, but requires
from the faithful to visit the afflicted after the condolences period in church has ended. This should be
done to support the afflicted family in their daily life and needs and to avoid they return home and fight
alone their loneliness in the absence of their departed, with all gloomy ideas and hardship this could
entail. The ‘consolation of the afflicted’ requires to accompany the afflicted, and to pray, read and
contemplate with them the Word of God. Thus they can bear witness to their faith in Jesus Christ
despite their sorrow.

Death remains a difficult human ordeal although we believe in resurrection. In fact, the person
we lose to death is one with whom we have shared feeling, emotions, and life trials; a person we will
no longer be able to see with our physical eyes. For many, death causes a great trauma, particularly
when the deceased is young. Parents who have lost a child cannot easily accept this loss and remain
afflicted for life. Here comes then our significant role in infusing these vital dimensions.

The Lord Jesus who gives true consolation does not only work through the priest or deacon, but
also through the action of the parish communities and through each sister and brother to create spiritual
peace and offer it to every person afflicted. Consequently, the ‘consolation of the afflicted” should not
be limited to offering condolences to the family of the deceased, but should also be realized through our
support, presence by their side, and praying with them. This will contribute toward sowing the seeds of
hope in their hearts and reinforcing their desperate souls following this separation.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Georges Nakhoul
Parish Priest of St. Ephrem - Kfardebian
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