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July 2019

712 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

"But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you' (Mat. 6:33)

Human beings generally seek guarantees in life. This may also apply to each one of us. Here is Jesus who
proposes that we follow a different way to think and to work— His own way. He asks us to seek ‘first’ the
kingdom of God.

St. Augustine believed there exist two ways to live our life, “Either you start from God and forget yourself,
by filling yourself of His graces, truth, and values; or you start from yourself, forgetting God, emptying
yourself of Him, filling yourself of yourself, and consequently, losing Him.”

God warned us through Jesus Ben Sira, “In all your works remember your last end, and you shall
never sin.” (7:36)

It is true that birth and death are not in our hands. Every person, however, can draw the way to their
eternity with their own hands. Our personal decisions will influence the quality of our life, and these
decisions are shaped by the following three elements: the mind to follow the light of Truth; free will to
choose what is truly good and beautiful; and the heart to love and to be merciful and compassionate.

When we move towards God with all our being, and do all what we can so that His kingdom may dwell in
us and through us in others, and so He may lead our lives according to His law, only then the Son will give
us, day after day, all that we need. But if our self remains the center of our life, and we remain absorbed
in this earthly world “first”, we will eventually become the victims of this reality, and the wealth of this
earth will become our true concern and our only raison d’étre.

If you rely only on your personal strengths, you could forget God. When Christ said, “But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you”, He was not impelling
us to become indifferent or to surrender to our surrounding, or to act irresponsibly or frivolously.
He simply wanted to transform our ‘worries’ into ‘interests’, liberating us from all fears, concerns, and
apprehensions.

The word ‘“first” here means ‘first and foremost’. Seeking the kingdom of God comes first. This does not
however mean that Christians should not care about their daily lives. As for the phrase “seeking the
kingdom of God and His righteousness”, it means to submit our conduct to the Gospel's exigencies.

Likewise, if you search for the kingdom of God, you will discover that God is “providence” and
He takes care of all that is necessary for our life. You will discover the extraordinary as well as the logical
aspects of the Gospel; in fact, all that appears extraordinary and unusual in the Gospel,
can become possible with God: “For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Lk 1:37).

Translated from the arabic version written by

Abbot Semaan Abou Abdo, O.M.M.
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