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6/12 To my five brothers

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika (Luke 16: 19-31)

Remember me in your kingdom

"Let Us Walk the Road to Emmaus to Meet Jesus"

The road to Emmaus is the road of true faith in our everyday life, a long and winding road strewn with
pitfalls, yet smooth in some places. Let us walk this road with Cleopas; this road could well be that of each one
of us. Desperate, Cleopas turned his back to Jerusalem. For him, everything was over, “we had hoped”, “we have
placed all our hopes in Jesus”. Sometimes we have the same attitude that Cleopas had.

On this very road, Jesus was waiting for them, aware of their despair. They were two, and they became

three. We know this third person, but the two disciples did not know Him.
The road was long, and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus needed time to open their eyes and recognize
Him. Time is very important to purify the heart with the fire of love. Time is important to Him so He can explain
to them the story from the beginning, from the creation; the prophets; incarnation; redemption; and resurrection.
Time is important to let the word of God dwell and work in us and to inspire the heart of Man to understand the
truth of the resurrection. Time is important to make us accept the Word of God and let it work and burn in us.

Jesus himself walked along with the two disciples and shared the bread with them just as He is sharing
it with us today. Everything has become clear when he took the bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened when He broke the bread, which is a sign of God’s presence. They recognized Him,
and their hearts were filled with peace. They were no longer in darkness because when they have recognized Him,
the light of Jesus Christ filled their eyes and hearts.

Everything has changed; their hearts were filled with the joy of the Resuscitated; they immediately took

the road of return. At the beginning, the road was long but with the Lord, it has become short.
If only we knew that Jesus always walked along with us: even if our eyes did not recognize Him, He always
walked along with us and gave us signs! If only we knew that, in our doubt and despair, Jesus always offered us
a meal where bread never lacked! If only we knew that Jesus was always present among us, the road that seemed
so long at the beginning would become short, and the road that was strewn with pitfalls would be smooth.

Thanks to faith, we can better understand that Jesus accompanies us all the way. He accompanies each
one of us in our personal life. He matches our pace and respects our rhythm, however fast or slow it may be. He
accompanies us until our eyes are opened and our hearts are filled with light and warmth. O Lord, if only we

listened to Your words with hearts yearning to know the Truth, so we would see You with the eyes of our heart!

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Fadi Al-Barkil
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