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312 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

"The Crossing"

Lent is the crossing through which Man transcends the physical state to reach the realm
of angels that constantly praise God.
Lent is the crossing through which we leave behind our ego to meet the Lord in the face of others,
and find true happiness.
Lent is the crossing from one state of hunger for earthly food to that for celestial bread.
Lent is the crossing from a state of escape to that of a new stage of true confrontation with evil spirits
and demons.
Lent is the crossing from a life of idleness and indifference to a time of struggle supported by profound
and constant prayer and true repentance.
Lent is the crossing, by the work of the spirit, through repentance, to meet God and His divine glory.
Lent is the crossing from a state of sadness caused by our sins to a state of true happiness granted
by God to those who repented, thanks to His infinite mercy.
Lent is the crossing from human weakness to the complete abandon into the hands of God.
Lent is the crossing from a concrete world to an immaterial one, where God is worshipped “in spirit
and truth”.
Lent is the crossing from the quest for desire and pleasure to pursuing a passion for God through prayer
and contemplation.
Lent is the crossing from the vain glory of this world to the sacred presence of divine glory.
Lent is the crossing through the narrow door, with our soul burdened by pain and sorrow, toward
the sacred light to enjoy the happiness of saints.
Lent is the crossing, through the heart, which bears the worldly burdens, toward the contemplation
of the infinite divine mercy, of God’s unspeakable love, and of His extraordinary force.
Lent is the crossing, through the spirit, from a state of sin to a state of grace, from darkness to light,
and from despair to the invincible hope of the faithful.
Lent is the crossing, through the Cross, toward the dawn of glorious resurrection, to enjoy the celestial
gifts that God has prepared to those who love Him.
Let us, therefore, leave today the land of Egypt, the land of slavery, and walk through the desert,
not alone and abandoned, but accompanied by the Holy Spirit, so we can cross to the Promised Land
to meet the resurrected groom of the Church.

Translated from the arabic version written by
Father Youhanna Daoud
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