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512 To my five brothers

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika (Luke 16: 19-31)

Remember me in your kingdom

"Mary in the Life of Jesus Christ !"

Since the beginning, Jesus has always been present in the life of the Virgin Mary; likewise, Mary has
been present in the life of Jesus. Just as the old Adam and Eve have never separated, the new Adam and Eve have
never separated either, neither on earth nor in heaven.

When the angel of the Lord annunciated the good news to the Virgin Mary, Jesus was also present; and
the moment she accepted, He dwelled in her womb, and she became His mother and ours. When Mary-carrying
in her the source of joy- visited her aunt Elisabeth, the baby leaped in her womb, when she heard the salutation
of Mary.

From the prongs of death she delivered Him from Herod’s anger, and carried Him along with her fiancé
Joseph to faraway lands. where they have remained until God summoned them to return. When Jesus disappeared
from her sight for three days, she followed her motherly instinct to the temple, where she found Him and was
comforted. When Jesus decided to embark upon His apostolic life, she accepted His decision with love. She even
accepted His will when He did not give her the priority when He said, “Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers?” (Matt. 12:48), because the words of her son are those of God, which she had accepted at the Annunciation
Day. At the Wedding of Cana, He made her sit at the center, like a venerated queen sits on the right-hand side of
the king, and He obeyed her with meekness when He transformed the water into wine, thus making everybody
rejoice at the wedding.

On the Way to Golgotha, she followed his steps and left her fingerprints on the cross when she embraced
Him. From the height of His cross, He called upon His beloved friend John, before He breathed His last, and
placed His mother, the dearest to His heart, in his hand. He asked John to behold his mother and the mother of the
world, although He knew that the separation will not last long. When Jesus was taken down from the cross, Mary
passionately hugged Him and carried Him just like she had carried Him when He was a baby in the manger. Mary
was the first to carry Jesus at birth, and the first to carry Him after His crucifixion.

At the door of the tomb, she stood still, fixing the large stone that had concealed her only son from her.
On the third day, Jesus put down the fire in her sorrowful heart when He stood in front of her with all His glory,
shining forth with light, just like the day of His Transfiguration on Mount Tabor.

The grace of spirit carried her along with His disciples; and from that moment, she became not only His
mother but also the Mother of the Church, bearing witness to its establishment.

He crowned her with glory and splendor and bestowed upon her the noblest privileges. He made her
heart leap when He was the first to receive her in heaven. Jesus never let His mother down, nor did Mary let Her
son down. Who can separate a mother from her child or a child from his mother?

In conclusion, if you search for the Lord Jesus and cannot find Him, search for Mary and you will find
Him; because she is always close to her son. Mary will always watch us with compassion, love, and tenderness.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Carmelite Fr. Abboud Abboud
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