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November 2019

11/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

Prayer for the Faithful Departed

In the Western Catholic tradition, the month of November is consecrated to praying for the
departed, and Holy Liturgy is celebrated on November 2 in commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed in the hope of resurrection and the promise of eternal life.

By praying for the dead, the militant Church unites with the victorious Church, transcending
spatial barriers where temporal reign disappears and the material veil is confined. The dead and
the living remain untied in a fraternal and sacramental communion of life and prayer, which is
particularly incarnated in heavenly glimmers, glimmers that sparkle during our celebration of
sacred rites, especially when we participate in the Holy Eucharist... when humankind in its
entirety sits at the table of the Lord... when He takes away what it has and gives it what He has:
His life that never dies, never alters!

Old civilizations honored the dead and prayed for them. The Book of "Nehemiah" and the
"Second Book of Maccabees" evidence such practices... St. Paul, when remembering his dear
departed friend "Onesiphorus", said, “May the Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy in that
day” (2 Tim 1:18).

Why not? Since each one of us, dead or alive, is a part of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27).

The Church consecrates special days to the memory of the departed, based on different rites and
liturgical schools. Additionally, the Church relies on the Apostolic Constitutions and the
teachings of the Holy Fathers of the Church to guide us in the various commemorations that are
best to celebrate following the death of one of the faithful.

The Apostolic Constitutions and a number of Church Fathers such as St. Gregory the Theologian,
St. Simon Bishop of Thessaloniki, Isidorus of Bellussi, among others, mention that praying for
the dead should be done three days following their departure, in remembrance of the Savior’s
resurrection.

The memorial service is also celebrated on the ninth day following the faithful’s departure, in
reference to the nine choirs of angels, then on the fortieth day because the Jews grieved for Moses
forty days '.

St. Gregory Theologos speaks about the one-year memorial service, and St. Simon of
Thessaloniki considers that the third-day service indicates that the deceased have received their
place thanks to the Trinity and on the ninth day, their souls join the choirs of angels.

St. Simon explains that praying for the deceased on the fortieth day symbolizes the Lord’s
ascension to heaven forty days following His resurrection. Similarly, the deceased will ascend to
heaven after forty days to stand before the divine justice!

In another interpretation of the symbolism of the times for praying for the dead, we find that the
third day is related to the deformation of the body in the tomb. The ninth day following death,



the heart disintegrates, whereas on the fortieth day, a memorial service is celebrated because the
heart has decayed...the heart holds biological significance and spiritual symbolism.
This analysis is linked to an old belief which views that the human formation process is as
follows: on the third day after conception the heart is formed, on the ninth day the fetus’ main
organs are formed, and on the fortieth day, the body is completely formed 2.
We pray you Lord Jesus to be merciful in judging those who have gone before us in faith, and to
make us worthy of His unattainable glory. Amen.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Msgr. Rafael Trabulsi
Vicar General of the Beirut Chaldean Diocese

1. The Book of Sacred Commemorations, by Benedictus Monk of the Sacred Mount, translated by the sisters of the ND
Belmana Convent, 2006, pp. 25-27
2. Lenten Triodion, Orthodoxe publications, 2nd edition, 1996, p.18
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