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10/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

“Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation, for when
he has been proved he will receive the crown of life that
He promised to those who love Him.” (James 1:12)

Often in life we are involved in tasks that seem to be endless, and take much of our time
and our energy. We think: Why do I have to care for my sick relative, or why is there no end to
the problems that I face at work? Why cannot my life be enjoyable all of the time? We forget
that we are not here to have fun, and that life is not an endless succession of parties. We are
here to love God, and to love and serve others. We are also here to grow and advance in our
spiritual journey, so that bit by bit we grow closer to God, and become more like Jesus Christ.
Growth in our spiritual life usually means overcoming difficulties, and thereby growing in
virtues such as patience, loyalty, persistence, forgiveness and kindness. Our service to others is
the way that we grow in love, and show our love.

There are also troubles in life that we face such as sickness and death. To the non-believers
these are terrible tragedies to be avoided. Thus, there are pain relieving medicines, and some
people choose physician assisted suicide instead of living. God does not will death and illness
upon us for they are the fruits of sin, but God make something good out of them. Through these
difficult situations we can grow closer to God. The terminal patient can prepare himself to
enter eternal life by making peace with his family and friends, and encourage others to
reconcile. He can purify his conscience by confessing all of his sins. He can spend his idle time
in prayer for the whole world, thus being responsible for many blessings for other people. The
caregivers also grow closer to Christ during the sad time of the illness by showing love, and
growing in patience.

When we flee the difficulties in life, we are not showing love to others, and we are losing a
chance to spiritually improve. When we accept these difficulties, and work through them, Jesus
can use them to draw us closer to Himself.

Rt. Rev. Philip Raczka
Rector of Annunciation Melkite Greek-Catholic Cathedral
West Roxbury, MA
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