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11/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Three Fears

« Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father
has been pleased to give you the kingdom »

(Luke 12 : 32)

Man’s life on this earth is a continuous quest for happiness. This quest is however undertaken
with anxiety and fear because man fears three things. First, men fear death since their lives are filled
with dangers and they are exposed to the risks of all sorts of diseases. Disease is evidence to man’s
limits and is the beginning of death. Second, men are afraid of losing eternal life because they are likely
to commit sins, and they are profoundly conscious that sin could entail loosing eternal life.
Third, men fear other men, whom they consider their enemies that spear no effort to destroy them, and
do not know to whom they can resort to protect themselves against their enemies.

Jesus came to earth in order to relieve man from this existential anxiety, which is manifested
by these three types of fear. Jesus eliminated the first fear, the fear of death, with His resurrection from
the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. Even if the Christian knows that his life on this earth
will eventually end with death that « will come like a thief at an hour when we do not expect »,
he does not believe that his fate is nothingness, but rather life with Christ, who rose from the dead
toward the kingdom of heaven. The Christian life, therefore, begins with faith.

The second fear, the fear of losing eternal life because of sins, was also eliminated by Our Lord
Jesus when he redeemed us on the cross, and through this redemption He even forgave the sins of those
who had crucified Him. The Christian life is, therefore, also lived with hope.

The third fear, the fear of being alone and having no one to resort to, was also wiped out
by Jesus Christ when He declared to us from heaven that we have a Father who loves us, and He will
let us enter the kingdom of heaven. Christian life is, therefore, lived with love.

Jesus told us, « Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give
you the kingdom. » The Kingdom is God Himself, and this is what Christ has showed us through
His life, death, and resurrection. Our life is a path toward the kingdom of heaven at the end of our life.
The faithful may live this kingdom during their earthly life, when they live in permanent union with
God through faith, hope, and love.

Translated from the arabic version written by
Bishop Kyrillos Selim Bustros
Metropolitan of the Greek Catholic Melkite
of Beirut, Jbeil, and their Dependencies
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