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February 2018

2/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16:19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

A Story of « a Temple and an Elder »
(Luke 2:22-35)

After Luke the Evangelist’s story about the shepherds, we now read his narration Simeon the Elder
and Anna the Prophetess’s story. In both instances the focus is on individuals whose hearts were
opened by God so they recognized who the child before them was, rejoiced in Him, and praised
God for the fulfilled promise of salvation.
The Righteous Simeon was among the 72 Jewish scholars who were tasked with translating the
Torah into Greek (known as Septuagint). Simeon was tasked with translating the Book of Isaiah,
and wanted to substitute the word woman for the word virgin “The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son”. It was revealed to Simon by the Lord’s angel that he would not die before seeing the
son of the virgin. When Simeon met the child, he was moved by the spirit and took the child in his
arms and praised God, asking Him to dismiss His servant in peace, for his eyes had seen God’s
salvation. There was Jesus Christ, announcing salvation to all nations, and a light for revelation to all.
According to tradition, the Righteous Simeon recognized Jesus from the light emanating from Him
as He was in the arms of Mary: “My eyes have seen your Salvation”. Jesus Christ is thus our
Salvation that shall be completed on the Cross, and this is the secret of redemption and the light to
the world that shall only be revealed at the end of times.
Simeon told Mary: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many”. Jesus causes the
falling of evil within us, and sets forth the rising of God’s Kingdom in its place. In other words,
Jesus marks the end of old human being in us to rebuild the new.
In Luke’s words, the final statement by Simeon to Mary was: “A sword will pierce your own soul
too so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed”. Mary took part in her only son’s Cross as
the church that bears the image of the crucified bridegroom. The sword is a sign of the excruciating
pain that Mary suffered when she saw her son humiliated on the cross. And thus Mary discovered
the malice and evil of the chiefs who pretended to protect the law and sainthood.
It is the Cross that distinguishes between the repentant thief and the stubborn thief. The Cross
reveals to us the truth of saints who carry their pain with Joy with Jesus Christ and Virgin Mary. But
those who do not carry it, those who reject it fearing a sword that will pierce their souls, those lose
solace on Earth and their joy in Heaven.
Oh God, Lord of Heaven of Earth, may the grace of your Spirit abundantly given to Simeon the
Elder to guide his vision and insight to better see the truth of your Divinity, remember us the living
and remind us always of the truths of your Incarnation and Salvation, so we deserve that You
remember us in Your Kingdom. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth
Translated from the arabic version written by Father Maurice Mouawad, LMO

Saint Takla Church, Mrouj
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