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December 2014

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

An Interpretation of the Nativity Scene

At the start of December every year, everyone in houses and shops prepares decorations
for their trees and the nativity scenes. Great joy takes over as figurines are placed and
everyone eagerly awaits Christmas Eve to place the figurine of the Divine Baby.
Competitions are organized to choose the most beautiful among nativity scenes, but has
anyone really thought about the number of figurines and the role each of them plays? A topic
very rarely addressed and analyzed, it figures below as an interpretation of the nativity scene.

Seven, the number of absolute perfection, is also the number of characters that make up
our Christmas masterpiece.

1- Joseph, 2- Virgin Mary
3- Animals (ox and donkey), 4- Angels, 5- Shepherds, 6- Magi
7- Baby Jesus.

Their theological significance is the participation of Heaven and Earth to receive God
Incarnate. The spiritual entities of Heaven and the creatures of Earth, namely human beings,
animals, plants (the wooden manger) all receive God Incarnate. Human beings of all classes
and statuses, the rich and poor, even the kings, are gathered around Him.

1- We see Joseph the most Chaste contemplating the miraculous secret of Mary's
childbearing and the stature that God honoured him with. Not only did God fill Mary with
grace, He also granted Joseph many blessings. Joseph thus led a life of chastity serving Mary
the Promised Woman and the Saviour he was waiting for.

2- Virgin Mary the most graceful became the King's throne where He sits and feeds, after
having fed his people manna in the desert and given them water to drink out of a rock. Mary
is the woman who defines both childbearing and virginity.

3- Animals: The ox, symbol of sacrifice in the Old Testament, is aware that its role is
coming to a close. Jesus will become the ultimate sacrifice whose blood will erase the sins
of humanity. The donkey, as acknowledging God Almighty who sits in heaven over the
cherubim, will be the humble servant that carries the Lord wherever He wants. We see how
animals knew God and the people of Israel did not, thus fulfilling Isiah's prophecy Oxen and
donkeys know who owns and feeds them, but my people won't ever learn (Isiah 1:3)



4- Angels descended on Earth to witness the unknown secret and reveal it in the open.
The Good News that Heaven sings through the Angel of God is true and sung in the most
beautiful hymns before the Divine throne.

5- Shepherds are the poor class that is known to tend herds of sheep. The experts in the
Law shunned them out of the temple because their occupation did not allow them to observe
the rituals. Jesus Christ received them openly and made them the bearers of the God news of

His birth. In later years, He will make fishermen the bearers of Good News of his Resurrection.

6- Magi: They are the astrologers and planet watchers. When they saw the new star

shining in the East, they knew a King was born. The sudden birth of a star indicates the birth
of a king on Earth. Upon looking back into their books and prophecies, they learnt that a
King will be born in the land of Israel and He will save the world from its sins. The Magi
thus honored Jesus and brought Him gold, frankincense and myrrh.
In 587 BC, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple and stole the gold and the incense that was
burning before the Ark of the Covenant. Today, Jesus asks the Magi to give back what was
stolen from the temple by their ancestors. What the Magi find is a Virgin who became a
living temple, one that enthrones the Holy of Holies, the Word and God. They return the
gold to Him, acknowledging He is King. They offer Him frankincense and recognize Him as
the True God. They also give Him myrrh to indicate that the peace Jesus will bestow upon
the world is one He will pay for in pain, sacrifice and redemption.

7- Lord Jesus, the epitome of perfection, is the Light Incarnate that entered and exited
Mary's womb and made her a Virgin Mother, against all laws of nature. He fulfilled all birth
prophecies, and will flee to Egypt after the children of Bethlehem are killed.

This is the number seven that we see in the nativity scene and the interpretations that we
should contemplate. This is the secret of Divine Incarnation.

Translated from the arabic version written by Father Elie Khneisser
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