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Remember me in Your Kingdom

Jesus’ last Words on the Cross
(Part 2)

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

"I am thirsty" (Jn.19:28)
        It is natural that Jesus should feel thirsty on the cross, especially with the flowing of
blood loss. But in that cry there is more than the bodily thirst, it is the thirst of God in search
for man, since man decided to hide from God, in paradise, and until the end of times.
Numerous are the examples Jesus used to refer to this burning thirst in the heart of God:
The lost sheep, The lost coin; The prodigal son. But the most significant expression of that
thirst is the incarnation and redemption: "Who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant......he humbled himself and become obedient unto death, even death on a cross."
(Ph.2:6-8)
        God thirst for man, made Him to go down to the tomb in search of him. But that cry of
thirst continues to await the response of man, even to await his awakening to the thirst of the
One, who alone, can fill his heart with life. It was Jesus who proclaimed: “if any one thirst
let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scriptures had said, out of His
heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who
believed in him were to receive. (Jn.7:37-39)
        Let us drink of the water of life which is pouring out freely from the side of Christ, and
let us be refreshed with His spirit that He gives freely and abundantly. We ought to leave
behind "our cracked wells" which are supposed to have the so called life for us; the wells of
possessions, power, fame and pleasures ... The road to the spring of life passes through the
narrow door, the door of the purification of the heart. The worldly pleasures kill in him his
thirst for the Spirit of God, and true life.
        In his hymn for Pentecost, Saint Jacob of Serugh writes: "from the Father flowed the
unlimited spring which filled the Apostles who went and gave living water to the whole
world… The house became a source generating rivers of water whose waves flooded the
whole world." The Lord didn’t only promise to quench our thirstiness but that rivers of
Living water would flow from within us to quench the thirst of all people.
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"It is finished" (Jn.19:30) 
        It is difficult for anyone else on earth to utter such words. Who can be so sure that he
has accomplished God's will in his life? That will was the sail course and law in Christ life.
        "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work." (Jn. 4:34).
"For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent
me." (Jn. 6:38). "He became obedient unto death, even death on a cross." (Ph 2:8) 
Jesus has been the answer to the rebellion since Adam: Christ is the one who obeys
"Consequently, when Christ came into the world he said: Sacrifices and offerings thou has
not desired but a body hast thou prepared for me…then I said: I have come to do thy will,
O God." (Heb10:5-7). Jesus obeyed the Father and fulfilled His will perfectly. His total
obedience healed the human person and restituted to him the ability to obey the Father.
Obedience is the authentic sign of a true disciple of Christ. "Not every one who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who
is in heaven." (Mt.7:21).
"Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit." (Lk. 23:46)
        Jesus died around the third hour as He prayed Psalm 31 "into thy hands I commit my
spirit"(Ps.31:6). The third hour is the time of the slaying of the Pascal lamb, hence the
similarity; Jesus did not have any bone broken like the Pascal lamb. The link with the Pascal
lamb is the key to the understanding of that prayer. Over and above the fact that it is a prayer 
of confidence in the Father, and total surrender to His love, it is a Eucharistic prayer; a prayer
of self offering as a sacrifice. Here the priest and the sacrifice are one, as we say in the prayer
of elevation in the Maronite Liturgy: "O Lord you are the pleasing Oblation, who offered
yourself for us. You are the forgiving Sacrifice, who offered himself to his Father. O lamb
offering who became himself the High Priest...” Jesus started His life with a Eucharistic
offering: "when Christ came into the world he said: Sacrifices and offerings thou has not
desired but a body hast thou prepared for me…then I said: I have come to do thy will,
O God." (Heb.10: 5-7). He ended it with a Eucharistic prayer after having accomplished
everything. Hence we understand how the Eucharistic spirituality and offering were an
Integral part of Jesus life, in Him and with Him; they constitute the essence of the life
of a Christian.
True love is an offering and self sacrifice. Saint Paul calls upon all Christians to imitate
Christ in a life of Eucharistic love as he says:"…And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." (Ep 5:2). In the letter to the
Romans also, he says: "I appeal to you therefore, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship."
(Rm 12:1)

Translated from the arabic version written by       Mgr. Georges Abi Saad
Vicar General, Diocese of Byblos
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