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To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

“Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed”
(John 20:29)

On the Day of Resurrection, Thomas was not among the disciples who witnessed the
Lord’s apparition as he was away grieving the Passion and death of Jesus. Grief fueled his
doubts so much that he could not believe in the Resurrection of Jesus unless he put his finger
where the nail was and placed his hand into Jesus’s side.

But on the eighth day, Thomas was with the disciples when Jesus appeared again and
fulfilled his conditions. His response “ My Lord and my God” (20: 28) marks the crossing
from the depths of doubt to the heights of faith in Resurrection. Frustration, grief, anxiety
and suffering faded away and were replaced by peace, joy, hope and confidence in Jesus’s
permanent presence with His disciples. Thomas thus learnt that Jesus was present- though
unseen- when he said he did not believe in Resurrection and would only believe in it once
his conditions were met!

In fact, Resurrection is the very basis and essence of our Christian faith. Without it no
faith is true,” And if Christ has not been raised, what we preach does not mean anything.
Your faith does not mean anything either” (1 Corinthians 15:14).The Paschal greeting
“Christ is risen! Truly He is risen” is the highest expression of this faith.

Resurrection renewed the lives of Thomas and the disciples and sent them to all four
corners of the Earth to carry the Good News to all peoples. Believing in the Lord who defeated
death opens new horizons and provides a new meaning to life beyond the current, palpable
reality. It is a belief that instills such a powerful sense of hope to overcome the looming evil
that threatens to undermine our spiritual journey and salvation. The faithful is thus in image
of God, and is invited to experience spiritual renewal with Jesus and through Jesus. It is a
call to cross from death to life and to face evil and defeat it; a call to move forward, aided by
the spirit of Resurrection and the spirit of Christian love that binds God to man. Resurrection
marks the victory of life over death and light against darkness; it shows the triumph of love
over hatred and good over evil. We are only truly faithful when Resurrection becomes our
way of life; when it is the mission and commitment that we and our “five brothers” pursue to
reach the Kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the world. And to Jesus who
triumphed over death and made his Cross a bridge towards eternal life, our incessant prayer
is :” Remember we in Your Kingdom”.

Translated from the arabic version written by Father Nabil Al Zraibi
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