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Remember me in Your Kingdom

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)
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The Prophet Elijah and the Cloud of Salvation

       The Prophet Elijah is the man of God who performed miracles at times when the people, after 

having entered the Promised Land, stopped worshiping God. Elijah confronted the priests of Baal and 

scolded the people for straying from the commandments of God. He also confronted Ahab who broke 

his promise to God by marrying a pagan woman. In fact, his woman Jezebel was the reason why he 

and his people wandered off from the teachings of God and embraced paganism. The Prophet Elijah is 

from Tishbe in Jordan, but very little is known about his past. God was with him as He was with Moses 

who performed miracles in His name. Elijah raised a widow’s son from the dead, withheld rain for 3 

years and 6 months, and brought fire from the Sky onto Mount Carmel. When Elijah saw that evil was 

happening before God’s eyes, he wisely decided to forbid the people from further insulting God by 

inflicting upon them hunger and thirst. He thus made them experience their ancestors’ life in the desert 

when God gave them food and water. Elijah confronted Baal, the Canaan god of fertility by saying 

"There shall be no rain until I allow it". He inflicted unspeakable disasters on Earth by withholding the 

source of life. It was a massive disaster which affected everyone, the good and evil, even Elijah 

himself. He was so hungry that he sought help from a woman who kneaded some dough and gave him 

to eat. He turned the sky into barren brass, dried out wells and grass, and killed off animals, fish and 

birds. It was as though the skies had become painfully silent, only to hear the hopeless cries of people 

on Earth, pleading Baal for help. But where was Baal? Only one God who is the source all that is good, 

and he is the God who is faithful to his word and promise.

 In the third year of the drought, as the king was asking for Elijah everywhere, the two met on Mount 

Carmel. "Look! There's a cloud, a small one, about the size of a man's hand coming from afar!" That 

was Elijah’s promise to the king. In fact, the role of the Prophet in Israel was even more important that 

the king’s, for it was the prophet who throned and dethroned kings, listened to the word of God and 

understood the state and deeds of the people, warned them if they strayed off the commandments and 

rewarded them for their obedience to God.

 "There will be no rain", were the prophet’s words to traitorous king.

 "Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing of rain", were his words announcing the 

blessings coming from a small cloud.
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        From far away the small cloud appeared. Elijah prayed from atop the mountain so the skies 
bring down rain, and no sooner had he ended his prayers that the cloud extended to cover the entire 
sky and in a thunderous explosion, it brought a rush of rain and life to Earth. But how are we to 
analyze these events and their similarity to Mary’s presence and role? Why is Mary referred to as 
the cloud of Elijah the prophet?
1-  The promise to create a woman in the Book of Genesis is similar to the cloud that Elijah saw 
coming from afar (the promise of salvation).
2-  The spread of the cloud in the sky of Palestine is similar to the birth of Mary and the fulfillment 
of time to hold the promise made on Annunciation Day.
3-  The downfall of rain and roaring of thunder is likened to the Annunciation of the birth of Christ 
whose teachings quenched the thirst of humanity, as did the rain to the arid lands. Virgin Mary 
opened the gates of Heaven and appeared as a cloud bearing divine rain. The divine rain brought 
life to Earth after God has dismissed Adam and Eve from Heaven and all generations were 
tarnished by their sins and have been crying ever since: May the Skies open for the downfall of 
rain.
 Mary’s appearance in the New Testament is likened to Elijah’s cloud in the Old Testament, for she 
bears the water of life that will be turned into divine wine when the times are fulfilled.
          In this scene we contemplate the presence of Lord Jesus and Mary to bring life back to Earth, 
so Man drinks from the water that is poured from the heart of the Savior through the cloud, Mary, 
whom God filled with blessed water. O Mother Mary, bring life back to our thirsty spirits through 
Jesus Christ, the water of life that God has put into you.

          With the Church fathers we celebrate the feast of Elijah and pray: "O pure Virgin Mary, Elijah 
has fasted and prayed, and the rain fell to quench the thirst of arid land. The Holy Spirit made you 

a cloud to bear Jesus Christ our God, the water of Life for all Creation" (From the Sunset Prayers 
on June 23rd, Byzantine Rite).

          "O Virgin Mother of God, the master has come from your womb like rain, like a flow of water 

that quenches the thirst of the land dried out by the evils of apostasy and seas of corruption" 
(Byzantine prayer from December 21st).


