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November 2015

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom
LOVE TURNS EARTH INTO HEAVEN
Memorial of the Faithful Departed
Lazarus &The Rich Man Luke 16:19-31

Introduction:

This account of the rich man and Lazarus is of great importance to us believers. It talks to
the conscience of each of us: a poor man who lives on the margin of life failing to find food
and shelter to protect him from the heat of summer and cold of winter, and from the pains of
sickness, hunger, misery, and homelessness, his name is Lazarus which means “God helps”,
to symbolize the poor who, despite of his condition, thanks God for everything and never
complains from his situation. And a rich man, nameless, because he identified with his wealth,
knows not what to do with a wealth he had accumulated or inherited, and who has been
blinded by the goods of the earth so he failed to see the misery and sufferings of those around
him.

It is an image showing the end of a man who misused his wealth, and the beginning of
another who lived his poverty lovingly and with a steadfast heart in the Lord. Does the text
imply judgment to money and earthy goods in themselves? NO! Does it denote admiration of
poverty and homelessness, sickness, and misery? Certainly NOT! The judgment is for the
way people deal with earthly wealth on the part of the rich man who neglected the love of
neighbor enlisting wealth before the human being; and for the way poor Lazarus dealt with
poverty with a meek heart and a joyful spirit. Had the rich man seen those around him and
shared some of the wealth God had granted him, would not Jesus have praised him too?

The text poses multiple issues, I will stop at two of them solely: 1- earthly goods and their
impact on the faithful’s life, positively and negatively; and 2+ Love as main criterion for salva-
tion.

1. Earthly goods and their impact on the faithful’s life, negatively and positively.

Once upon a time, a father, after living a long life during which he accomplished lots of
successes and earned countless wealth, called after his son while on his death bed. Once in,
the father told him: “son, you know that I have accumulated a great wealth because God was
on my side. [ have one commandment to give you. You see this big box to the right; I have put
in it a remarkable treasure, go and lift it up above your head”. And the young man moved to
do as his father asked; he grabbed the very heavy box and could hardly lift it till his chest, then
his father told him, “stop that is enough; put it down, and tell me had you lifted it above your
head what would have happened?” the young man replied: “it would have crushed me”; ok
now climb stand on it, the young man stepped up and stood on the box while his father contin-
ued: “now tell me how you feel?” “I feel great, much higher”. The man continued: “you see
son, if you place money over your head it will crush you, but if you stand on it, it takes you
higher. Our wealth is ours to use and to share with others. A friend who shares is a friend who
cares.”

This story inspires enough meanings to understand why Jesus had warned us when he said:
“you cannot worship two gods, God and money...” He wanted to reveal the dangers of money
supremacy, because the authority of money over its servants reaches comparison with that of



God over His servants; money’s supremacy contradicts that of God; for those who subject
themselves to money believe in its efficacy and power so they become condescending and
arrogant, and they move away from God and fellow human beings. Whereas those who
subject themselves to God, they believe in His greatness and power which leads them to conse-
crate their lives to God in serving other. These two authorities do not meet because they are
contradictory by nature. In this framework Jesus explained the person’s position towards them
when he said: “Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the
one and despise the other” (Mt 6:24). The whole issue is about a person’s position vis-a-vis
wealth and not the wealth in itself.

2+ Love is the main criterion for salvation

In this text, our Lord talks about one principal criterion for judging human beings when
before Him, this criterion is LOVE, the amount of love lived by a person, not only towards
God but also and especially towards his fellow human beings who are different from him. For
LOVE to be the criterion does not undermine in any way the value of other virtues the Lord
commands us to master like: humility, care, alms giving, reconciliation, etc.... LOVE is not
but a glowing manifestation of all those values and virtues as described by the Apostle Paul
(1Cor 13:4-7): “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres.”

And Paul continues in his letter to the Philippians (3:19-21) describing those who were
blinded by the caprice of wealth and submerged in earthly goods placing things of the earth
before those of the heaven so they were struck by boasting: “Their destiny is destruction, their
god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ,21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”

3+ Conclusion:

The rich man may have failed in having Lazarus go warn his brothers because “they have
Moses and the prophets”, but it is certain that his warning has reached us. Therefore in this
memorial of the faithful departed, we can but think of what is to come and what is going to
happen after death, and in how to deal with it when time comes. Is our faith honest and mean-
ingful without love? Should not we plan our lives on earth to live in love, compassion, and
mutual pardon so we earn a life in heaven?! Miracles do not consolidate faith, brotherly love
does, and the power to overcome one’s self allows us to meet Christ in each and every one of
us. “God’s kingdom within us” pinpoints each of us when we love one another; in this way we
conquer hatred with love, war with peace, estrangement from the Lord with the power to
reveal his presence within us for we are temples of His Holy Spirit, boasting with meekness,
and death with life.

Saint Augustine wrote: “love calls on us to give things of the earth a touch of heaven”. We
do that when we borrow Jesus’ eyes to look around us and see the positive and beautiful in
life, when we borrow his ears to listen to what is beneficial, his tongue to say but things that
are constructive, his hands to build a more spiritual world in the midst of a growing material-
ism, and his feet to walk the paths of life with a steadfast loyalty longing for His continued
presence with us and within us He who is the Path, the Truth, and the Life, to Him be glory
forever. Amen!

Exarch Chorbishop Simon Faddoul - Nigeria
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