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January 2015

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

The Birth of Christ

In Christian theology, the birth of Christ is the secret of the Incarnation of God’s Son
who became human. It marks the union of the divine nature and the human nature in Jesus
Christ, Son of God Incarnate, «for in Him all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form »
(Collosians 2 :9). God the Immortal emptied himself and became human « though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on
a cross ».(Philippians 2 :6-8). As God He was the beginning and the end and the richest of
the rich, but for us He became poor, and likened Himself to us in everything but sin.
Through Incarnation, God identified with limitations and vulnerabilities ascribed to
humanity, and became subject to the laws of history, time and the Law itself, even though
He is the Master of the Universe and History.

That said, the incarnation of Jesus Christ does not signify that He has committed sin or
that He shall return to dust and death. It is an incarnation aimed at saving humanity from the
darkness of death and sin and raising it to immortality after disobedience and rebellion
caused it to fall. Jesus Christ, the Immortal Word who is both God and human, led humanity
through His Incarnation, death and resurrection back to God. He died for us and identified
with our poverty to grant us His richness. Through His death, the reconciliation between
God and man became possible.

Jesus Christ, Son of God Incarnate, is the true and absolute manifestation of God’s love
that seeks nothing but our safety and peace, « for God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son » (John 3 :16). Through Jesus Christ, God showed us the secret of His love
and sanctified humanity. Not only is the Salvation granted by his Incarnation spiritual, it also
marks the salvation of the human physical and spiritual entities ; for through Christ, we are
granted absolute redemption and salvation. “Our diseased nature needed a healer. Man in
his fall needed one to set him upright. He who had lost the gift of life stood in need of a
life-giver, and he who had dropped away from his fellowship with good wanted one who
would lead him back to good. He who was shut up in darkness longed for the presence of the
light. The captive sought for a ransomer, the fettered prisoner for someone to take his part,
and for a deliverer he who was held in the bondage of slavery.Were these, then, trifling or
unworthy wants to importune the Deity to come down and take a survey of the nature of man,
when mankind was so miserably and pitiably conditioned?” (Gregory of Nyssia, Chapter 15,3)

Translated from the arabic version written by Father Simon Gebrayel
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