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February 2015

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Transformed and Transforming

The life of Jesus on Earth was by no means a thirty three year trip, nor was it an evaluation and
subsequent judgment on humanity’s progress towards the secret of Creation. Jesus came on Earth to
live our humanity to the fullest and to offer us his divinty so we live with Him and by His example.

Jesus was given birth and led his life just like us. In fact, he took in all the aspects of life except
for sin, and just like us he was baptized. He identified with us human beings, showed us his full
solidarity, and even went to the river where many humans had been, and was eventually baptized by
a man He had made. Astonished by this gesture, John the Baptist tried to deter Jesus “I have need to
be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" (Matthew 3 :14). Jesus uncovered the depth of this
Scarament " in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3 :15). In other words,
what he meant was fulfilling the will of God and the secret of Salvation. During the baptism of Jesus,
John the Baptist understood that Jesus is the Son of God by hearing the voice of the Father and seeing
the Holy Spirit. It was the Great Revelation, the secret of the Holy Trinity spreading all over Earth
and the glowing secret of the Son " blessed are the eyes that see what you see "

John knew that the Holy One was not baptized as a sinner , but as a bearer of the world’s sins. He
was baptized for every human being in the world, and for every human being He died. For us humans
he rose from the dead, amongst us He lived and with fire and the Holy Spirit He baptized us. And
when asked "Rabbi (Teacher) where are you staying ?" his answer will be " Come and see, look into
your hearts, in the Communion; look into the faces of the poor, the needy and the underprivilidged,
for there is where [ am."

Jesus can be likened to an irksome, troubling light of Life that came onto Earth. What a strange
way to describe Jesus who is the essence and the source of Life! But He is irksome because He is the
Light, and the Light troubles the darkness and those living in it as their eyes struggle to adjust. We
fear not this irksome light, for out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already
given. We who have accepted Christ, allowed Him into our lives, believed He is the Son of God
Incarnate, and were baptized with water and the Holy Spirit , through Him become the children of
God and inherit His Kingdom as no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again. (John 3 :3)

He has changed and transformed us. We no longer live with the sole purpose of becoming ashes
in graves, but we have become the children of God, with Heaven as an ultimate objective. Before
Jesus Christ, the deceased would « lie in the darkness of death », as was inscribed on tombstones,
but after Jesus Christ, it is in the hope of Resurrection that we leave this world.

Through Jesus Christ, the gates of Heaven are open, for " No one has ever gone into heaven
except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man " (John 3 :13) and our names are written
there "Rejoice that your names are written in heaven. " (Luke 10 :20)



We as Christians should not be content with passive roles. Many go to church on feasts and

occasions, even more defend their church, the Cross and Christianity with fervor or even blind fanaticism.

What we need is a radical change, one that allows us into the depths of Earth, just like the grain of wheat.
We have to die and live in Christ, give up our entity to be with him. Our deeds thus become fruitful
and through us the name of God is glorified "This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples"

Through baptism we were transformed and became the children of God, and He filled our being.
Let us then transform the world, for we are called on to fulfill the mission. We should not be ashamed
or embarassed, but very courageously must announce that He is the Son of God. We have believed in
Him and must share the Revelation. It is not ourselves that we seek to bring to light, but Him, the
glorious and living Jesus Christ. Amen

Translated from the arabic version written by Carmelite Father Michel Abboud
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