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December 2015

12/12  To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

«Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests» (Luke 2 :14)

® The birth of Jesus is a defining event in the history of humanity. It is the beginning of a new era
marked by the presence of God in the history of humanity, so He guides it to glory, peace and hope.
He came to show the tenderness of the Father and His love for mankind, and “the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us”(John 1:14).

® The Divine Child in the manger is a light that shines in the blackness of the night, so He can
similarly glow in our hearts and minds amidst the spiritual, social, cultural and political darkness, and
we as Christians are to embody God’s mercy and love in our daily lives.

® The glory of God in heaven is man on earth, who was created in His image. Jesus is the Word of
God who became flesh and who was made fully human. The Incarnation of Jesus, His death to redeem
mankind, and His Resurrection to grant humanity a new life all mark the fulfillment of God’s plan of
salvation for all humanity, and realize the glory of God. The testimony came from God himself on the
day Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in Jordan River, and when He was transfigured on Mount
Tabor with all the glory of His divinity “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
(Matthew 3:17)

® Jesus is a gift from God to our land. He is the Word of peace and hope as announced by the angels.
We are all called to strive for peace in our different roles: parents at home have to strive for peace so
it fills their lives and they can testify for it and raise their children to embrace it. Similarly, teachers in
schools and universities have to strive for peace so they can convey the value of knowledge and the
cultural and historical legacy of mankind. Men and women in the workplace also have to strive for
peace so they can fight for the dignity of human work on the bases of justice and solidarity. Rulers and
heads of states have to place their unwaivering determination for peace and public good at the essence
of their political work. The faithful, who strongly believe that true faith goes against war and violence,
have to strive for peace so they can promote peace and love through ecumencial and interfaith
dialogues.

* At Christmas Time, Virgin Mary reveals to us the face of her son Jesus, glowing with the light of
joy. Jesus redeems, forgives, raises from the dead and includes mankind in the glory of Heaven.

® O Child in the manger, You who have rejected violence, killing and hatred ; may Your birth mark
a new era of peace, stability and safety. May Your name be hallowed everywhere, and may all the
difficulties we face lead us to path of sainthood and render us closer to You and our fellow men.
-The ultimate Christmas exchange is that “God became man that man might become God”, so we all
joyfully say “Jesus is born, Hallelujah!”

Translated from the arabic version written by Abbot Semaan Abou Abdou
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