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November 2014

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Treasuring the Word Keeps Death at Bay

When God created Life, “death” was not part of the plan. God redeemed Adam as His
immortal son to embrace him in His love and give him the Word to treasure and gain life.
However, Adam who was created with a free will chose to disobey the Word in an act of
defiance that brought death upon him and his descendents. Paul the Apostle refers to the
origin of sin in the Epistle to the Romans, “Just as sin entered the world through one man,
and death resulted from sin, therefore everyone dies, because everyone has sinned.”
(Romans 5 :12)

Everyone dies because everyone has sinned. This is a fact that the Prophets declared
too; “the soul who sins shall die”.(Ezekiel 18 :4)

Death became an inevitable fate and an unpreventable end, one that Man tried to
escape to no avail.

When the fullness of time had come, our Merciful God sent His Only Son, the Word
Incarnate, to live among us and show us His glory. God’s Only Son told gave us in those
latter days the entirety of God’s word and committed His spirit on the Cross so it is all
completed. But death did not triumph over Jesus, the Word Incarnate, who rose on the third
day, trampling death by death and granting life to those in the tombs.

But we, as children of the Church who have encountered a similar death in baptism and
have risen with Jesus Christ when He resurrected, are faced with a question “Is there a way
to avoid death”?

The answer is a positive yes, when our choice is the opposite of Adam’s. Adam sinned
and therefore he died, but we can make a choice not to sin and therefore not to die. How do
we refrain from sinning? It is when we treasure God’s Word and seek to comply with it that
this very Word watches over us so we do not slip. This is what the Most Blessed Virgin
Mary did, by “continuing to treasure all these things in her heart and to ponder them.”
(Luke 2 :19). The Prophet David’s well-known words only confirm this truth. “I have stored
up your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” (Psalms 119 :11).

Translated from the arabic version written by Father Melhem Hourani
Pastor of Mhaydse-Metn
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