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August 2015

To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

Divine Providence: The Correlation between the Book of Exodus
and the Gospel According to Matthew

The Gospel of Matthew provides the reader with a new framework to understand the Old Testament.
It was written as a Gospel for the Christians of Jewish origins to show that Jesus the Nazarene was the
Messiah mentioned in the prophecies. In ten instances Matthew used fulfillment citations, which are
explicit citations that show that the Old Testament was fulfilled by using and repeating expressions
like “All this is to fulfill what the prophet said”. Matthew thus underlines that these events are not
coincidental or made up, but reflect the Scripture in which God outlined His Salvation Plan. God is the
master of history!.

A comparison between the Gospel of Matthew and the Book of Exodus reveals how the Divine
inspiration is the unique and remarkable link between them. The Book of Exodus relates the most
important event in the People’s ancient history: how through the strength of the Lord they fled Egypt.
A significant element the reader finds is that this exodus was one without arrival to a destination. The
fortieth chapter draws to a close and the people has still not arrived into the land that flows with milk
and honey. What a disappointing ending!.

The reader’s understanding of the Book of Exodus revolves around the idea of being attached to God,
the faithful Lord who helps the faithful provided that they no longer worship the pagan gods. The real
Promised Land is the relationship with God. This very relationship is the objective of the Book of
Exodus. When the people of Israel was freed from disgrace, they were to live the freedom of the heart
and to enter into a promise with the Lord. This is the main correlation with the Gospel of Matthew on
the divine providence (Matthew 6 : 25-34) and Jesus Emanuel « who is who he is » (Exodus 3 :14),
always present in the church community that recognizes Him as the sole God, Savior and Redeemer.
God is a father who loves His sons, knows what they need (Matthew 6 :8) and gives them good gifts
(Mathhew 7 :11).

The Book of Exodus is the Book of the identity of the people in the Old Testament : Their Lord is
one God, their Law is the Commandments and their Land is a gift from God which flows with milk
and honey. It is the main book in the Old Testament. The Gospel of Matthew was placed at the
beginning of the books of Law because of its size and relevance to the Old Testament. In fact, the first
and second century church fathers considered the Gospel of Matthew a reference in Christian
education because it compiles the words of Jesus Christ in discourses that constitute the foundation of
Christian education. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is portrayed as the New Moses and gives five
discourses instead of the five books of Law in the Old Testament.

The words of His Holiness the Pope in his first Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” remain
in our hearts and echo God’s words to Moses “So now go, I send you” (Exodus 3:10). His Holiness
asks the Church to be constantly “going forth” towards the peripheries and outskirts of cities
(Paragraph 20), to go beyond the comfort zone and the familiar, and to announce the Gospel of
Emanuel — God is with us and provides for us until the end of time.

Translated from the Arabic version written by Father Dr. Michel Sakr
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