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March 2014

To my five brothers
(Luc 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in Your Kingdom

As the Holy Season of Lent begins

The Holy Season of Lent will begin very shortly. It is a season of repentance, examination
of conscience and an occasion to embody the message of love to serve the needy. Let us thus
begin our meditation, prayer and initiative.

» Meditation: So we revere before He who became Human so humanity would testify to
an unswerving, unwavering faith

* Prayer: So we listen to the voice of God and conscience, discover the depths of our
spirituality, grow with God’s grace upon us and be His real children.

* Initiative: To embody the message of the Bible by performing acts of charity and
solidarity to those in need of tender gestures and fatherly attention.

Our fasting is not sincere without acts of fraternity, friendship and compassion towards
our neighbors. In his message on the World Day of the Sick in 2013,
Honorary Pope Benedict XVI stressed the importance of the Year of Faith we lived in joy
and hope and reminded us of “the fitting occasion for intensifying the service of charity in
our ecclesial communities, so that each one of us can be a good Samaritan for others, for
those close to us.”(Message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI For the World Day of the
Sick, February 11th 2013). It is an ongoing call to express God’s deep love for every human
being, so that we make initiatives especially towards those afflicted with sickness, suffering
or need. Jesus Christ also indicated the attitude we are to have towards them
“Go and do likewise” (Like 10:37). In his Lenten Message for 2014 titled "He became poor,
so that by his poverty you might become rich ( 2 Cor. 8:9) , His Holiness Pope Francis
invites us to a life of evangelical poverty and encourages us to offer more generous help in
those trying times, amid all the violence, fury and forced expulsion in the Middle East; all
caused by the prevalence of the logic of war rather than that of peace and togetherness.

It is the “tender and compassionate” love of Jesus Christ that offers us true freedom, salvation
and joy which lead us to God’s infinite mercy.

Jesus Christ thus encourages us to make endeavors and initiates to strengthen the spirit of
love and charity so that, together, we can wipe away the tears that are shed and contribute to
the growth of human beings, wherever we may be.

Translated from the arabic version written by Father Paul Karam
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